
‘ONE STARRY CHRISTMAS’ 

PRODUCTION BIOS 

LEWIS CHESLER (Executive Producer) – Lewis Chesler is one of the first producers of 
material for the alternative television market and since has produced TV shows that stretch the 
boundaries of the medium beyond the conventional programming of the standard broadcasters. 
In a field where innovation is often discouraged, Chesler has nonetheless managed 
extraordinary success.  He is now known for Independent features, art action pieces and award 
winning action adventure pieces for the family.   
 
A native of Cleveland, Chesler attended Amherst College, studying cultural history and 
graduating with highest honors after writing his thesis on television’s impact on political 
consciousness in the mass society.  He worked his way through college, spending summers in 
the Cleveland steel mills and his winter vacations working on merchant vessels, traveling 
around the world.  Following college, he joined the Peace Corps. 
 
In the mid-70’s, Chesler became artistic director of the Long Beach Performing Arts Centre.  He 
produced a series of plays there, starring, among others, Stockard Channing, Jill Clayburgh, 
Stacey Keach, James Whitmore and Eddie Albert.  He also booked the opera house, the sports 
arena, two theaters and the rock concert forum.  
 
He started his television career with a series of variety shows and “The Hitchhiker” series for 
HBO.  Chesler conceived the show, its style, look and direction, and brought together the main 
creative elements, including Academy Award®-nominated writers and actors and internationally 
prominent directors.  One of the most enduring aspects of Chesler’s efforts during “The 
Hitchhiker” was the encouragement of industry acceptance of cable programming as a venue to 
showcase top film directors and actors such as Paul Verhoeven, Phillip Noyce, Wayne Wang, 
Willem Dafoe, Klaus Kinski, Kirstie Alley and Helen Hunt. “The Hitchhiker” became HBO’s first 
truly successful dramatic series and went on to be nominated for over twenty-five Cable Ace 
awards, winning nine. 
 
Chesler joined MGM TV as a producer where he developed and produced movies and series 
including “The Edge,” which also featured some of the industry’s leading screenwriters, feature 
directors and actors including Nicholas Kazan, Luis Mandoki, Rutger Hauer, Bridget Fonda, 
Christian Slater, Kelly Lynch and Patricia Arquette.   
 
Recently, he has produced feature films and many cable features, TV series and TV movies for 
Lifetime, HBO, CBS, UPN and USA Network, among others. Chesler has become an invaluable 
creative force for Hallmark Channel, serving as Executive Producer on such highly successful 
Hallmark Channel Original Movies as “A Christmas Song,” “Come Dance With Me,” “Baby’s First 
Christmas,” “A Very Merry Mix-Up,” “Catch a Christmas Star,” “Finding Christmas” and most 
recently, “Angel On My Tree.”  Chesler has co-produced film and television with all major 
European countries including the U.K., France, Italy and Germany. 
 
 

(more) 
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In the early 80’s Chesler was one of the founders of First Choice Canadian Communications 
(now The Movie Network) and a founding partner in the post-production facility Magnetic North.   
 
Since 1989, Chesler has worked in partnership with David M. Perlmutter as Chesler/Perlmutter 
Productions. 
 
Through the years Chesler has remained interested in dance and the graphic arts. He is a 
founder of The Los Angeles’ Museum of Contemporary Art and is on the board of numerous 
ballet and modern dance companies, including the Los Angeles County Music Center Dance 
Association. Lewis Chesler has also been appointed to the Advisory Board for the Sonoma Valley 
Film Festival and the Dubrovnik International Film Festival. 
 

### 
 

DAVID PERLMUTTER (Executive Producer) – David M. Perlmutter graduated from the 
University of Toronto with the Bachelor of Commerce degree and from Queen's University as a 
chartered accountant. 
  
Leaving a partnership in a large Toronto public accounting firm in 1968, Perlmutter became an 
independent financial consultant for various public companies. 
 
Perlmutter has been involved in the entertainment field since 1971, when, recognizing the 
Canadian government’s efforts to encourage film production, he established Quadrant Films to 
produce theatrical films.   
 
By 1988, he had produced or packaged over $200 million worth of film and television 
production.  Perlmutter’s films during this period ranged from the undersea adventure “The 
Neptune Factor,” released by Twentieth Century-Fox, to the first feature films to star Second 
City alumni John Candy and Dan Aykroyd.  During this time, he was also one of the founders of 
First Choice Canadian Communications, Canada’s first pay-TV network. 
 
In 1988, Perlmutter co-founded Cinexus Capital Corporation, which acquired Panavision 
Canada, the largest film equipment supplier in Canada.  As part of Cinexus, he also became 
involved in theatrical distribution through a joint venture with Famous Players, the Canadian 
theatrical subsidiary of Paramount.  
 
Perlmutter's relationship with Lewis Chesler began by arranging financing for Chesler’s 
productions during the 1980's.  In 1989, they formed Chesler/Perlmutter Productions.  As part 
of his many successful projects with Chesler, Perlmutter was an Executive Producer on Hallmark 
Channel Original Movies “A Christmas Song,” “Catch a Christmas Star,” “Finding Christmas” and 
most recently, “Angel On My Tree.”  In conjunction with Chesler’s creative efforts, Perlmutter 
has created an enormous range of innovative financing structures combining the benefits 
available to Canadian producers with international benefits, pre-sales and banking sources.  
 
 

(more) 
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In 1974 he instigated and chaired the Committee that formulated the rules defining Canadian 
content. In the 1990’s he was co-chair of the Committee that designed the tax credit system 
adopted in Canada and copied elsewhere in the world. 
 
Perlmutter has been extremely active in many other Canadian entertainment industry activities. 
He was instrumental in the creation of the Canadian Film and Television Producers Association 
and has participated in the negotiation of co-production agreements between Canada and 
Germany and the United Kingdom. He has lectured widely on the film industry and has served 
as a director of numerous community organizations, including the Toronto Symphony, the 
Toronto Chamber Orchestra and the Weizmann Institute of Science, served as President of the 
Jewish Community Centre of Toronto and as a director of the Jewish Community Centre 
Association in New York. 
 
Perlmutter lives in Toronto with his television producer wife, Renee. They have two sons, Mark 
and Dean. 
 

### 
 
ROB VAUGHN (Executive Producer) – A veteran in the television movie genre, Robert 
Vaughn has been involved in the production of television series and movies for over 15 years. 
No stranger to the Hallmark family, Vaughn was an executive producer on a number of 
Hallmark Channel Original Holiday Movies, including “Baby’s First Christmas” starring Casper 
Van Dien, “A Christmas Song” starring Natasha Henstridge, “Christmas Magic” starring Lindy 
Booth, “The Case for Christmas” starring Dean Cain, “Cancel Christmas” starring Judd Nelson, 
“The Santa Suit” starring Kevin Sorbo, “Come Dance With Me” starring Andrew McCarthy, “A 
Very Merry Mix-Up” starring Alicia Witt, “Catch A Christmas Star” starring Shannon Elizabeth, 
“Finding Christmas” starring Tricia Helfer and many others. In addition to Hallmark Channel, 
Vaughn has produced movies for Lifetime, Lifetime Movie Network, Universal Pictures, Animal 
Planet and Syfy. 

### 
 

JOHN BRADSHAW (Director) – Canadian-born director John Bradshaw has been making 
independent films and TV movies for nearly 30 years.  During his career, Bradshaw directed 
some of Hollywood’s biggest stars.  His credits include “Martha, Inc: The Story of Martha 
Stewart” starring Cybill Shepherd, “Between Truth and Lies” starring Mariel Hemingway, 
“Triggermen” with Donnie Wahlberg, “Killing Moon” with Daniel Baldwin, “Lethal Tender” 
starring Jeff Fahey, “Specimen” with Mark-Paul Gosselaar and “The Big Slice” starring Heather 
Locklear.  In 2001, Bradshaw directed “Full Disclosure,” featuring an all-star cast that included 
Academy Award® winner Christopher Plummer, Academy Award® nominee Virginia Madsen, 
Penelope Ann Miller and Fred Ward.  Bradshaw’s most recent directing credits include the 
television films “Obituary,” “They Come Back,” “Darwin’s Darkest Hour” and Hallmark Channel 
Original Movies, “Every Second Counts,” “Cancel Christmas” and “Come Dance with Me.” 
 

 
(more) 
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In addition to directing, Bradshaw has worked as a writer and producer.  “The Moderns,” which 
he wrote with Alan Rudolph, was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award in 1989.  The film 
told the story of a struggling American artist living in Paris in the 1920s.  “The Moderns” starred 
Keith Carradine, Linda Fiorentino and the legendary actress, Geraldine Chaplin.  In 2010, 
Bradshaw also co-produced the film, “The Rendezvous.” 
 

### 
 
RICKIE CASTANEDA (Writer) – Rickie Castaneda is the pen behind some of Hallmark 
Channel’s most beloved holiday films, including “Mistletoe Over Manhattan” starring Tricia 
Helfer, “The Case for Christmas” starring Dean Cain, “Christmas Magic” starring Lindy Booth 
and “Naughty or Nice” starring Hilarie Burton and Matt Dallas. 
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