
'A ROYAL CHRISTMAS’ 
 

SYNOPSIS 
 
Emily Corrigan is a smart, beautiful, and confident young woman living in Philadelphia with her 
roommate, Toni.  Both girls work at a tailoring shop in the city, owned by Emily’s loving dad, 
Bud.  Bud has owned his business for many decades and has a reputation in the city for being 
the best, despite being a little rough around the edges.  Emily is making her own way as a 
talented seamstress, while falling in love with her doting European boyfriend, Leo.  
 
Leo, who is in Philadelphia for business school, has been dating Emily for a year, and fits right 
in with her simple yet comfortable life.  But just before Christmas, Leo receives a mysterious 
phone call and tells Emily they need to talk urgently.  Alone at the shop, he surprises her by 
proposing.  There is just one catch—he reveals to her that he is in fact Prince Leopold, Duke of 
Cordinia, a small soverign state near Switzerland.  Emily is in shock that she has fallen in love 
with a prince, and worries she doesn’t know the real Leo.  Speechless, she tries to take this in 
as he explains his mother has requested him home for Christmas, and he wants to bring Emily 
along.  Hesitant but still so in love, Emily agrees, and after a heartfelt goodbye to Toni and Bud 
the next morning, they fly off to Cordinia. 
 
There, they pull up in front of a grand castle and sprawling estate, complete with an entire 
house staff waiting to greet them.  Lawrence, the head butler, and Yana, head of 
housekeeping, have been with the family for many years.  Leo makes introductions before 
taking Emily inside where she finally meets Leo’s mother, Queen Isadora, who is immediately 
unfriendly and disapproving.  Isadora can’t hide her disdain for Emily—a commoner—especially 
when she sees Emily’s engagement ring.  Isadora, who is already very hard to please and 
overly protective of Leo, goes out of her way to make sure Emily doesn’t feel welcome. 
 
As they tour the castle, which is adorned beautifully with the best Christmas decorations Emily 
has ever seen, Emily tries to assimilate to the new royal surroundings.  When Isadora finds out 
Emily is a seamstress, however, she is even more appalled.  After a difficult dinner, Leo takes 
Emily on a walk and tries to comfort her, explaining his mother hasn’t always been this way.  
Lawrence and Yana look on, knowing Isadora will split up this happy couple. 
 
Emily soon strikes up a friendship with Yana, and finds she fits in better with the staff than the 
royals.  Isadora tries to convince Leo that Emily is too different from them to be a good match.  
Leo defends his love and takes Emily out for the day to see the town of Cordinia.  There, they 
go to a Christmas tree lot hosted by the orphans of St. Francis, and Emily meets an adorable 
little girl named Poppy, who sells them a tree.  It’s clear that Emily has a big heart. 
 
When they arrive back at the castle, Leo and Emily are interrupted by Natasha, a stunningly 
beautiful duchess who just happens to be Leo’s ex-girlfriend—and Isadora’s favorite person.  
Emily is immediately intimidated by Natasha, who Leo has known his whole life.  They share a 
lot of fond memories together, and Emily can’t compete with that—or Natasha’s royal status.  
Feeling inadequate, Emily accompanies Leo to the lavish royal dinner that night where Isadora 
and Natasha are dining with several dukes, duchesses, barons and countesses.  At the dinner,  
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Emily embarrasses herself in front of Isadora’s royal friends.  The next morning, Isadora plans 
to make sure Natasha starts spending more time with Leo to remind him of how great they 
were together.  She worries that Leo will not live up to his royal obligations—something her 
parents instilled in her when she wanted to rebel at his age. 
 
Later, while Leo joins his mother and Natasha for a horse ride, Emily stays behind and hangs 
out with Yana and Lawrence before she is interrupted by Galina, a kind baroness she met at the 
royal dinner.  Galina sympathizes with Emily because she also had a hard time fitting in when 
she was first married.  She asks Emily to come shopping with her, and they go into town where 
they run into Poppy.  Poppy immediately charms Galina and takes the ladies to the orphanage, 
where they are making festive Christmas scarves.  Emily finally feels at ease just being herself. 
 
When Leo returns, he takes Emily on a walk to a small chapel on the castle grounds, which he 
always dreamed of marrying in.  But Natasha interrupts them, reminiscing about the fake 
wedding they had there as kids.  Emily is hurt and Leo is embarrassed at the memory, as 
Natasha takes Leo away for another royal obligation. 
 
Emily is left alone once again.  She finds Lawrence, and asks if he’ll prepare her for that night. 
He teaches her how to greet guests, curtsey and waltz appropriately.  Isadora insists Emily 
borrow an old ball gown, and Emily uses her tailoring skills to redesign it.  When she finally 
arrives at the ball that night, she looks amazing, something Leo and Isadora can’t deny.  As Leo 
introduces Emily to the dignitaries at the ball, she does a great job at following Lawrence’s 
advice.  When Leo asks Emily to waltz, Emily surprises him with her steps and makes Lawrence 
proud.  But after the first song, Natasha cuts in to dance with Leo, and Emily can’t help but see 
they are a much better pair.  It seems everyone is noticing what a perfect couple they make, 
and Emily, upset, quietly slips out of the room. 
 
While Emily goes to the staff’s breakroom, Natasha and Leo finish dancing.  Aside, Isadora 
complains to Natasha that her plan isn’t working—Emily is still there.  Natasha thinks Leo truly 
loves Emily, but Isadora can’t accept that, and demands Lawrence tell her where Emily is.  
Finding her with the staff, Isadora coldly interrupts and immediately fires everyone.  Emily is 
upset and asks Isadora not to fire them for her mistake, but Isadora tells her she should know 
her place.  Emily feels terrible, but she feels even worse when she sees Leo and Natasha, 
happily laughing together and surrounded by royalty, both completely at ease.  She runs out, 
and Isadora giddily suspects she’ll be on the first flight home. 
 
As Emily tearfully packs her things, Leo finds her in her room.  He offers to make things right, 
but Emily tells him it won’t ever work out between them.  She feels inadequate among his 
family and friends, when she knows she isn’t.  She’s not ashamed of where she comes from, 
and she is tired of trying to fit in where she doesn’t belong.  Although Leo offers to go with her 
back to Philadelphia, she won’t let him recind his title.  Realizing love is not enough, they break 
up, both heartbroken—and Isadora has overheard everything.  Isadora quietly slips away.  She 
feels terrible as she realizes Emily has only remained true to herself and showed her kindness, 
while Isadora’s made a huge mistake in forcing her away. She hopes it isn’t too late. 
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On Christmas morning, Emily is packed and ready to leave.  Isadora speaks with a miserable 
Leo, and she reveals that she too fell for a commoner before she was married.  Her parents 
wouldn’t let her marry him, even though they were madly in love, and she married Leo’s father 
instead.  But, she says, they never had the spark that Leo has with Emily.  She only wants Leo 
to be happy.  Calling for Lawrence, Isadora tells him to make an official announcement about 
the engagement, complete with her blessing.  Leo gives his mother a hug before rushing out, 
while Isadora turns to Lawrence, acknowledging that he was her first and true love so long ago. 
 
When Emily leaves the castle and says goodbye to all the staff, she sees Leo waiting for her.  
He tells her he doesn’t care about titles or royalty, he only wants to be husband and wife.  As 
he kneels down to propose again, Isadora appears to tell Emily to say yes.  With that, she gives 
her approval by giving Emily her old wedding gown, the one she’s been saving for Leo’s future 
wife.  Emily is touched by the gesture, and gives Isadora a hug before she happily says yes to 
Leo.  Turning to Lawrence, Yana, and the staff, Isadora rehires them all and apologizes. 
 
Leo and Emily are married in the beautiful small chapel, where Isadora first addresses the 
guests with an apology, and a hope for the future that there will no longer be any divide 
between commoners and royals.  With Bud, Toni, Galina, Poppy, and all of the staff and royals 
in attendance, Leo and Emily are finally wed, and Emily is pronounced the new Princess of 
Cordinia, as everyone celebrates a new chapter and a very merry Christmas. 
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