
‘A BONE TO PICK: AN AURORA TEAGARDEN MYSTERY’  

PRODUCTION BIOS 

 
JIM HEAD (Executive Producer) — Jim Head launched his independent production 
company, Head First Productions, in 2004, specializing in television movies, mini-series and 
series.  Since starting his company, Head has developed and produced projects for NBC, CBS, 
Hallmark Hall of Fame, A&E, Lifetime, Lifetime Movie Network, USA, TBS, ABC Family, Oxygen, 
Hallmark Channel and Nickelodeon.  In the television long form arena, Head was an executive 
producer for “Behind the Camera: the Unauthorized Story of Mork & Mindy,” which aired in 
2005 on NBC and which earned the prestigious Prism Award for excellence in the accurate 
depiction of alcohol and substance abuse.   
 
Head also executive produced such movie projects for Lifetime Television as, “A Christmas 
Wedding” starring Eric Mabius and Sarah Paulson which premiered Christmas 2006, “I Dream of 
Murder,” starring Jolene Blalock which premiered in June 2006 and “Intimate Stranger” starring  
Kari Matchett, which premiered in October 2006. He also executive produced the Hallmark 
Movie Channel Original Original “Strawberry Summer” starring Shelley Long and Cindy Williams 
and the Hallmark Channel Original Christmas movies “Let it Snow” starring Candace Cameron 
Bure and “Nine Lives of Christmas” starring .  He produced the Hallmark Hall of Fame movie 
“Crossroads: A Story of Forgiveness” starring Dean Cain and Peri Gilpin, which aired to 
extremely strong reviews in 2007 on CBS and was awarded a 2008 CAMIE Award for 
outstanding character in entertainment. 
  
Head executive produced the Nickelodeon movie “Gym Teacher: The Movie,” starring 
Christopher Meloni and Amy Sedaris, which premiered in September 2008.  He executive 
produced “Everything She Ever Wanted,” a mini-series starring Gina Gershon and Victor Garber 
for Lifetime Movie Network.  Head and his company, Head First Productions, are partnered with 
Emmy®-winning producer Stan Brooks (“Broken Trail”) and Once Upon a Time Films. 
 
As a writer, Head’s romantic comedy, “Uncorked” was produced as a Hallmark Channel Original 
Movie, starring Julie Benz, JoBeth Williams and Elliot Gould.  He also wrote and executive 
produced “On Strike for Christmas,” a holiday movie for Lifetime Movie Network. 
 
Prior to starting his own company, Head worked in the Turner Broadcasting organization, most 
recently as Head of Original Programming for TBS.  While at TBS, he was responsible for the 
development and production of the network’s original movies, series and specials, having 
created TBS’s original programming division. During Head’s tenure at TBS, the network’s 
original movies carried the highest ratings average in all of basic cable. His movie, “First 
Daughter,” at the time of its airing earned the largest viewing audience for a movie, theatrical 
or original, in the history of basic cable. He was also at the helm for TBS’s successful original 
series, “Ripley’s Believe It or Not.”    
 
A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Vanderbilt University (B.A., J.D.), Head currently splits his time 
between offices in Los Angeles and Atlanta.   
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JOEL RICE (Executive Producer) — Muse U.S.A. President and Executive Producer Joel S. 
Rice is responsible for developing projects with American television and cable networks in the 
areas of TV series, mini-series, TV movies and family programming.   
 
After a career in social work, Rice moved into television production where he has worked for 20 
years developing and producing programming for numerous networks.  Rice has executive 
produced over 50 television movies, series and miniseries. 
 
Rice’s executive producer credits include the Hallmark Channel Original series “Signed, Sealed, 
Delivered,” the Hallmark Channel Original Movie “Northpole,” the Hallmark Movie Channel 
Original “Christmas with Tucker,” the animated series “Bounty Hunters” (CMT), “Cyberbully” 
(ABC Family), “Reviving Ophelia” (Lifetime), “Secrets of The Mountain” (NBC), “One Kill” 
(Showtime), “About Sarah” (CBS/P&G), “Shredderman Rules” (Nickelodeon) and “Searching for 
David's Heart” (Disney Channel). 

 
### 

 
MICHAEL PRUPAS (Executive Producer) - Emmy® Award-nominated Michael Prupas is a 
35-year veteran of the Canadian and international film and television industries.  A former 
entertainment attorney and senior partner at the law firm Heenan Blaikie, Prupas launched 
Muse Entertainment Enterprises in 1998 and Muse Distribution International in 2000.  Muse 
Entertainment has become a major production house with facilities in Montreal, Toronto, 
Vancouver and Los Angeles and is known around the world for its high-quality, award-winning 
television programs.  
 
Prupas is best known for executive producing “The Kennedys” and “The Pillars of the Earth,” 
both multiple Emmy® Award-winning, event miniseries.  He is also known as an expert in 
international co-productions and has executive produced the award-winning miniseries 
“Answered by Fire,” “Human Trafficking,” “Ben Hur” and “The Flood.” 
 
He recently executive produced the feature documentary “JFK: The Smoking Gun,” the 
undercover police series “Played,” the World War II dramatic series “Bomb Girls,” four seasons 
of the supernatural series “Being Human” and three seasons of the crime series “Durham 
County.”   
 
Prupas has executive produced many other TV series including “Family Biz,” “Crusoe,” three 
seasons of “This is Wonderland,” two seasons of “Twice in a Lifetime,” “Largo Winch” and 
“Tales from the Neverending Story,” as well as the miniseries “The Phantom,” “Impact”  and 
“The Last Templar.”  His credits also include Muse Entertainment’s first animated series for 
adults, “Bounty Hunters,” and Muse’s first for children, “The Mysteries of Alfred Hedgehog.” 
 
Prupas’ feature film credits include “The Deal” starring William H. Macy and Meg Ryan, which 
premiered at the Sundance Festival, “Niagara Motel” starring Craig Ferguson and Anna Friel, 
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 “The Guilty,” starring Bill Pullman and Joanne Whalley,  “Savage Messiah” (winner of 3 Genie 
Awards), starring Polly Walker, Luc Picard and Isabelle Blais and the documentary feature 
“Rocksteady: The Roots of Reggae.” 
 
Among Prupas’ numerous TV movie credits are: “Cyberbully,” “Reviving Ophelia,” “The Wind in 
the Willows,” “An Old Fashioned Thanksgiving,” “Accidental Friendship,” “A Christmas Choir,” 
“Silent Night,” “Girl’s Best Friend,” “Too Young to Marry,” “Unstable,” “The Party Never Stops,” 
“House Next Door,” “Murder in the Hamptons,” “Plain Truth,” “Ice Bound,” “The Hound of the 
Baskervilles,” “The Sign of Four,” “The Royal Scandal,” “The Case of the Whitechapel Vampire,” 
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” “The Stork Derby,” “The Investigation” and “The Many Trials of 
One Jane Doe.”  Recently, Prupas executive produced the Hallmark Channel Original Movie, 
“Northpole.” 
 
Prupas established the first entertainment law course at McGill University in Montreal, which he 
taught from 1997-2002.  He coached a minor league baseball team, served on the Board of 
Trustees of the Banff Television Festival and sits on the finance committee of the Association 
des producteurs de film et de télévision du Québec. 
 

### 
 
CANDACE CAMERON BURE (Executive Producer) – Candace Cameron Bure realized early 
that it was her desire to be an actress.  Born in 1976 to Robert and Barbara Cameron, she grew 
up watching her older brother Kirk Cameron star in the popular show “Growing Pains.”  It was 
from this experience that Cameron Bure knew that she wanted to pursue acting.  At the age of 
5, she appeared in several national television commercials and prime-time shows like “St. 
Elsewhere,” and “Who’s The Boss.”  She even had the opportunity to take on a small role in her 
brother’s show “Growing Pains.” 

 
It was in 1987 however, that Cameron Bure took on the most important role of her young life 
as Donna Jo "D.J." Tanner on the series “Full House.”  Viewers watched Cameron Bure grow up 
during the show's eight-year run and maintained an unwavering affection for her, even as she 
grew older.  Despite being off the air since 1995, “Full House” still ranks as one of the most 
successful series of all time. 

 
While much of her success was in television, Cameron Bure also gained starring roles in feature 
films. Joining the long tradition of John Hughes movies, she acted alongside Eric Stoltz and 
Mary Stuart Masterson in “Some Kind of Wonderful” in 1987. She then had the opportunity to 
work with acting greats Tom Hanks and Sally Field in the 1988 comedy, “Punchline.” 

 
After “Full House” wrapped its last season, Cameron Bure met her future husband, professional 
hockey player Valeri Bure and began making her own full house.  The two were introduced at a 
hockey game and were married two years later on June 22, 1996.  Soon after, Cameron Bure 
decided to take on her most important role to date: the role of mom for her three children, 
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Natasha, Lev and Maksim.  Despite having three children, Cameron Bure remains a youthful and 
“hot” mom by leading a healthy and happy life. 
 
Cameron Bure just released her second book, Balancing It All in January 2014, answering the 
question she’s most asked, “How do you do it all?”  Working since the age of 5, Cameron-Bure 
has been in the “balancing” act for the vast majority of her life and while there is no miracle 
formula or step-by-step method, there are lessons to be learned; lessons that come to life in 
her story.  Cameron Bure delivers her story from the very beginning and her start in 
commercials, to her years on “Full House” and her continued work as an actress throughout her 
life.  After just wrapping a journey on Season 18 of “Dancing with the Stars,” landing in third 
place overall, Cameron Bure is already in the planning stages of her next book! 

 
On top of it all, Candace Cameron Bure has developed a deep Christian faith throughout the 
years and tries to live her life by the ideals of her beliefs.  She supports many philanthropic 
causes, giving support to Skip1.org, Compassion International, Sheraton House and Children's 
Hunger Fund, as well as being the National Ambassador for National House of Hope.  She also 
travels the country speaking at various churches, colleges, and women's conferences sharing 
her Christian faith.  
 

### 
 
CHARLAINE HARRIS (Executive Producer/Author) – Charlaine Harris, a #1 New York 
Times bestselling author, is known for her series of Southern vampire novels centered on 
Sookie Stackhouse the basis for the TV series “True Blood.”  Harris has penned 26 New York 
Times bestselling books including the Aurora Teagarden, Harper Connelly and Lily Bard book 
series.  More than 35 million copies of Harris' books have sold worldwide.  Charlaine Harris’ 
newest novel, Midnight Crossroad, debuted at #12 on the New York Times hardcover 
bestsellers list.  Harris is represented by APA Talent Agency and JABberwocky Literary Agency. 
 

### 
 
MARTIN WOOD (Executive Producer/Director) – Credited with directing more than 50 
episodes of the long running science fiction series “Stargate SG-1,” more than 30 episodes of its 
spin-off series “Stargate Atlantis,” as well as the DVD movie “Stargate Continuum,” Martin 
Wood brings a level of expertise to the television genre of science fiction that is unmatched. He 
returned as both executive producer and director for the fourth season of the Syfy series 
“Sanctuary.”  In addition, Wood added writer to his list of credits, having penned the season 
four episode “Icebreaker.” 
 
In 2007, Wood, along with his former “Stargate SG-1” / “Stargate Atlantis” colleagues Damian 
Kindler and Amanda Tapping, launched “Sanctuary” - the first broadcast-quality online series 
direct to the Internet.  Within the first six months of being on the web, “Sanctuary” received 
over 3.7 million views and downloads across the Internet.  
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Wood has also directed multiple episodes of the series “Andromeda,” “Jeremiah, Earth: Final 
Conflict,” “Silk Stalkings” and Syfy’s “The Invisible Man.” In the fall of 2000, he directed the 
feature film “The Impossible Elephant” which won Audience Favorite at the Toronto 
International Children’s Film Festival and a nomination for a Director’s Guild Award in 2002.  
 
The talented director’s work on “Sanctuary” has been nominated for a Directors Guild of Canada 
Award as well as a 2010 and 2011 Leo Award, honoring the best in British Columbian Film and 
Television.  He was also recognized with a directing nomination for the feature length drama 
“Stargate Continuum” in 2010.  
 
Wood’s documentary film credits include writing and directing four episodes of CBC’s “Life & 
Times” biography series as well as “The Great Run of China,” “SIDS: A Special Report” and “If 
Trees Could Talk: A Study of Intolerance.”  He has directed episodes of the Hallmark Channel 
Original Series, “Debbie Macomber’s Cedar Cove,” starring Andie MacDowell, along with the 
Hallmark Channel Original Movie, “Goodnight for Justice: Queen of Hearts,” starring Luke Perry. 
 

### 
 
SHAWN WILLIAMSON (Executive Producer) – With over 25 years of entertainment 
experience, Shawn Williamson has risen to the forefront of the Canadian film and television 
industry as a leading independent film and television producer.  A native of Vancouver, 
Williamson began his career as a stage manager in live theatre in 1983 and has since produced 
live events, live television, television series, television movies and feature films. 
 
Williamson has filmed in many international destinations including Croatia, Romania, Ireland, 
Singapore, France, England, South Africa and Australia.  "Fifty Dead Man Walking," starring Ben 
Kingsley and Jim Sturgess, a Canada/UK co-production with Future Films and Handmade Films 
was shot in Belfast and had a Gala Premiere spot at the 2008 Toronto International Film 
Festival.  The TV series “Stormworld,” a Canadian/Australian co-production filmed in Australia, 
Singapore and Canada is currently airing on CTV’s Space Channel and The Nine Network in 
Australia.  Williamson was the executive producer for the Hallmark Channel Original Movies “Mr. 
Hockey: The Gordie Howe Story,” “Let It Snow,” starring Candace Cameron Bure and Alan 
Thicke and “The Color of Rain,” starring Lacey Chabert, “Recipe for Love,” starring Danielle 
Panabaker, along with the Hallmark Movies & Mysteries Original “The Christmas Secret.” 
 
Williamson executive produced “Frankie and Alice” starring Halle Berry and Stellan Skarsgaard, 
“Apollo 18” for The Weinstein Company, along with “The Possession” for Mandate 
Pictures/Lions Gate, “The Company You Keep” with Voltage Pictures, directed by Robert 
Redford and starring Redford, Shia LaBeouf, Anna Kendrick, Stanley Tucci and Susan Sarandon, 
and the miniseries “Delete” with Keir Gilchrist, Erin Karpluk and Ryan Robbins.  Williamson also 
produced “Horns” with Mandalay Pictures and Red Granite Pictures, directed by Alexandre Aja 
and starring Daniel Radcliffe and Max Minghella. 
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Williamson’s producing credits include Brightlight Pictures’ most successful co-production to 
date, “White Noise,” starring Michael Keaton, which was a Canada/UK co-production and has 
grossed more than $100 million since its release in 2005. 
 
Williamson has line produced “Wicker Man,” starring Nicholas Cage, released by Warner Bros., 
“88 Minutes” with Al Pacino for Millennium Films, “Whisper,” starring Josh Holloway, Joel 
Edgerton and Dule Hill and “Slither” with Nathan Fillion, Elizabeth Banks and Michael Rooker, 
released by Universal for Gold Circle Films.  He has also line produced the independent features 
“Possession” with Sarah Michelle Gellar and Lee Pace for Yari Film Group, Vertigo Entertainment  
and Spitfire Pictures, along with “Passengers” starring Anne Hathaway and “50/50” with Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt and Seth Rogen, both for Mandate Pictures. 
 
Most recently, Williamson has produced the TV movies “Hats Off to Christmas!” for Hallmark 
Channel, “The Good Mistress,” “Vow of Violence” and “Rush.”  In addition, he’s served as 
producer for the TV series “Witches of East End” for Lifetime, starring Julia Ormond and Jenna 
Dewan-Tatum and for the feature film “The Interview,” starring Seth Rogen and James Franco. 
 
Williamson chairs the City of Vancouver Industry Film Task Force and the Whistler Film Festival, 
and sits on boards of each The Leo Awards, Capilano University Film Advisory, British Columbia 
Film Commission Advisory Committee, Vancouver Theatresports League and Add Squad 
(Vancouver Police Production).  He has received several awards including the Canadian Film and 
Television Production Association (CFTPA) Entrepreneur of the Year Award in 2006 for 
Brightlight Pictures Inc. and Business Vancouver’s 40 under 40 Award in 2004. 
 

### 
 
 

--HALLMARK MOVIES & MYSTERIES-- 


