
 
 

HALLMARK CHANNEL PRESENTS 30 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS OF ORIGINAL SERIES 
SUNDAY NIGHTS IN 2016 

 
NETWORK GREENLIGHTS ‘CHESAPEAKE SHORES’ TO SERIES  

FOR A SUMMER 2016 PREMIERE  
 

Season Three of ‘When Calls The Heart’ Debuts February 21 
 

Season Two of ‘Good Witch’ Debuts April 17 
 

PASADENA, CA – January 8, 2015 – Hallmark Channel announced today it will launch 

Sunday night as the new home for its original series in 2016, highlighted by the 8-episode 

series greenlight of “Chesapeake Shores.”  Starting February 21, Hallmark Channel will begin 

its roll out of 30 consecutive weeks of original series on Sundays with the season three 

premiere of the heartfelt period drama “When Calls The Heart,” which will lead up to the 

season two of its popular “Good Witch” series on April 17.  The anticipated series premiere of 

“Chesapeake Shores” follows in July 2016.    

“Every Sunday night, viewers can come to Hallmark Channel to find the character-

driven, original storytelling they love,” said Michelle Vicary, Executive Vice President of 

Programming, Crown Media Family Networks. “This is also an incredible platform to introduce 

Hallmark’s newest original series this summer, the multi-generational family saga of 

‘Chesapeake Shores.’” 

 

CHESAPEAKE SHORES  

Series Premiere July 2016 

Stars: Jesse Metcalfe, Meghan Ory, Treat Williams and Diane Ladd 

 

Coming Summer 2016 is the anticipated series premiere of “Chesapeake Shores,” starring Jesse 

Metcalfe (“Dallas”), Meghan Ory (“Once Upon A Time”), Golden Globe® nominated actor Treat 

Williams (“Everwood,” “Hair”), Academy Award® nominee Diane Ladd (“Wild At Heart”) and 

Barbara Niven (“Debbie Macomber’s Cedar Cove”). The 8-episode season is based on the novels 

of the same name by New York Times bestselling author Sherryl Woods.  

 

Abby O’Brien (Ory) is a high-powered career woman, divorcee and mother to two young 

daughters. After years away from her family, she takes a trip from New York City to her 

hometown of Chesapeake Shores.  The visit brings her face to face with her past, including her 

high school sweetheart Trace (Metcalfe), her father Mick (Williams), her sister Jess, and her 

beloved grandmother, Nell (Ladd).  This trip also makes Abby notice the toll her career has 

taken on her ability to be a hands-on mother to her daughters.  As she spends more time in her 



 
 

charming hometown, Abby begins to consider a permanent move to the town she once called 

home -- Chesapeake Shores. Niven also stars as Megan, Mick O’Brien’s estranged wife.  

 

Dan Paulson is the executive producer of “Chesapeake Shores.”  Martin Wood is the director 

and executive producer.  Vicki Sotheran and Greg Malcolm are the producers.  Nancey Silvers is 

the writer and executive producer, based on the books by Sherryl Woods, who also serves as 

an executive producer. 

 

WHEN CALLS THE HEART  

Season Three Premiere Sunday, February 21 (9 pm ET/PT, 7C) 

Stars: Erin Krakow, Lori Loughlin, Daniel Lissing, Jack Wagner  

 

Based on the bestselling series of books by Janette Oke, this sweeping frontier drama returns 

for its third season to the delight of millions of fans, known as the #Hearties, who helped the 

show become a bona fide social phenomenon.  The series stars Erin Krakow “Army Wives,” Lori 

Loughlin (“Fuller House,” “Garage Sales Mysteries”), Daniel Lissing (“Last Resort”) and Jack 

Wagner (“General Hospital”).  

 

In season three, Elizabeth (Krakow) puts down roots in Hope Valley after spending extended 

time in Hamilton with her family.  In the wake of Charles’ surprise proposal to Elizabeth at the 

end of last season, she and Jack (Lissing) recommit to each other and decide to enjoy what 

they have now and take things slowly.  But the arrival in town of Faith (Andrea Brooks), Jack’s 

nurse friend who cared for his brother in Hamilton, may complicate matters.  Abigail (Loughlin) 

takes in a young orphan and his sister, who has taken ill, and happily finds herself in the role of 

a mother once again although creating a new family isn’t without its challenges.  Meanwhile, 

the revelation of Pastor Frank Hogan’s (Mark Humphrey) less-than-lawful past has Abigail 

questioning her desire to pursue a romantic relationship with him as Frank works to convince 

her he’s truly left behind his previous life.  Bill (Wagner) comes to the conclusion that it’s time 

to leave the Mounties and strike out on his own as he continues his work on the right side of 

the law, but without the restrictions of the uniform.  He and Nora (Kristina Wagner, come to a 

resolution about their relationship while she contemplates what the future holds for her and 

whether Hope Valley is part of it.  Lee (Kavan Smith) and Rosemary’s (Pascale Hutton) romance 

continues to blossom but not all is smooth sailing, as a series of mishaps at Lee’s paper mill 

creates concern about his ability to stay open – and keep many in the town employed -- and 

has Bill investigating it as sabotage.  Through all the trials and tribulations of frontier life, the 

tight-knit residents of Hope Valley truly care about each other and step in to help when times 

are tough. 

 

Hallmark Channel’s Original Primetime Series “When Calls the Heart” is a Believe Pictures and 

Brad Krevoy Television production.  Brad Krevoy, Tony Blake, Robin Bernheim, Brian Bird, 

Michael Landon, Jr., and Michael Shepard are executive producers.  Eric Jarboe and Neill 

Fearnley are co-executive producers.  Based on the novel by Janette Oke. 



 
 

 

GOOD WITCH  

Season Two Premiere Sunday, April 17 (9 pm ET/PT, 7C) 

Stars: Catherine Bell, Bailee Madison and James Denton  

Hallmark Channel’s #1 rated original series returns for season two this April, with stars 

Catherine Bell (“Army Wives,” “JAG”), Bailee Madison (“Northpole: Open For Christmas,” “The 

Fosters,” “Just Go With It”) and Golden Globe® Winner James Denton (“Desperate 

Housewives”). With a new magical journey, “Good Witch” will inspire with each episode and will 

have viewers immediately charmed by the quaint town of Middleton while Cassie (Bell) takes on 

all the fun and romance one day—or one spell—at a time! 

This season, Cassie and Sam’s (Denton) friendship continues while romance is put on the back 

burner as Sam resolves his family situation and Cassie decides if she’s ready to take things to 

the next level.  A complication arises with the arrival in Middleton of John (Dan Payne), an old 

archaeologist friend of Cassie’s, who is clearly interested in more than just friendship.  

Meanwhile, Grace (Madison) wants nothing to do with her magic as she struggles with feeling 

different from her peers, which weighs heavily on Cassie.  She guides her daughter through this 

rough time and encourages Grace to embrace her gifts.  But Grace isn’t the only one benefitting 

from Cassie’s guidance, as she touches the lives of people she encounters through Grey House 

and Bell, Book and Candle who are in need of a little “magic” in their lives, whether they realize 

it or not.  When Sam’s not busy navigating the convoluted family life created by his pushy ex-

wife, the swoon-inducing doctor has his hands full with his burgeoning medical practice and 

over-sharing front office assistant Eve.  Meanwhile, Middleton’s indefatigable mayor Martha 

(Catherine Disher) is still working hard to keep the town humming in true Martha style.  But as 

always, Cassie is at the heart of everything and manages to weave her special brand of magic 

in her own special way that leaves a lasting effect on those around her. 

"Good Witch," based on Hallmark Channel's top-rated movie franchise also starring Bell, is a 
Whizbang Films Production. Orly Adelson, Jonathan Eskenas, Frank Siracusa, Craig Pryce and 
Sue Tenney are the executive producers. Catherine Bell is co-executive producer. Andrea 
Raffaghello is producer.  ITV Studios America controls distribution rights in the world for “Good 
Witch” outside of North America.  
 

ABOUT HALLMARK CHANNEL 

Hallmark Channel is Crown Media Family Networks’ flagship 24-hour cable television network, 

distributed nationwide in high definition (HD) and standard definition (SD) to 90 million homes. The 
country’s leading destination for quality family entertainment, Hallmark Channel delivers on the 100-year 

legacy of the Hallmark brand. In addition to its signature original movies, the network features an 

ambitious lineup of other original content, including scripted primetime series, such as Good Witch and 
When Calls the Heart; annual specials like Kitten Bowl and Hero Dog Awards and; a daily 2-hour lifestyle 

show, Home & Family.  Additionally, in November 2014, Hallmark Channel became the exclusive home to 
world premiere presentations of the acclaimed Hallmark Hall of Fame franchise. Dedicated to helping 

viewers celebrate life’s special moments, Hallmark Channel also offers such annual holiday programming 



 
 

events as Countdown to Christmas and Countdown to Valentine’s Day. Rounding out the network’s 

diverse slate are television’s most beloved sitcoms and series, including The Golden Girls, The Middle, 
Little House on the Prairie, and Frasier.  

 
Crown Media Holdings, Inc. (NASDAQ: CRWN), owns and operates Crown Media Family Networks. 

 

For more information, please visit www.crownmediapress.com 
Hallmark Channel on Social Media: Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, YouTube 

 

CONTACTS: 

Brenda Lowry 818-755-2587 brendalowry@crownmedia.com  

Maria Fischer 818-755-2686 mariafischer@crownmedia.com  
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