
 
 

‘SUMMER IN THE VINEYARD’ 
Cast Bios 

 
 
RACHAEL LEIGH COOK (Frankie) – Rachael Leigh Cook’s beauty, talent and versatility make 
her one of Hollywood’s go-to talents for film and television.  Her memorable performance in the 
1998 anti-heroin “kitchen smashing” public service announcement (“This is your brain …”) led to 
her first starring role in Miramax’s breakout hit She’s All That, opposite Freddie Prinze Jr.  Cook 
will next be seen in Casey Wilder Mott’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, adapted from the 
Shakespeare play and co-starring Lily Rabe, Hamish Linklater, Finn Wittrock and Ted Levine. 
 
Cook has brought her talents to a wide spectrum of comedies, dramas, independent films and 
genre features.  She has tapped her comedic skills as a star of such films as Josie and the 
Pussycats, with Parker Posey and Rosario Dawson; All I Wanna Do, with Kirsten Dunst; the dark 
comedy 11:14, with Hilary Swank and Colin Hanks; and the romantic comedy Blow Dry, with Josh 
Hartnett.  Early in her career, she co-starred in Mark Waters’ independent feature House of Yes, 
playing a younger version of Parker Posey’s charter; and in Richard LaGravenese’s comedy/drama 
Living Out Loud, portraying a younger version of Holly Hunter’s character.  Other notable credits 
include the crime drama Get Carter with Sylvester Stallone and the independent 
comedy/mystery/drama The Big Empty, opposite Jon Favreau. 
 
On the small screen, Cook co-starred in Steven Spielberg and TNT’s award-winning mini-series 
“Into the West” and was a recurring character on the hit series “Psych,” for USA Network.  Cook 
most recently completed three seasons on TNT’s “Perception” starring opposite Eric McCormack. 
 
Cook currently resides in Los Angeles with her husband Daniel Gillies, three-year-old daughter 
Charlotte and two-year-old son Theo. 
 

### 
 
BRENDAN PENNY (Nate DeLuca) - An actor with an extensive list of television and film credits, 
Brendan Penny currently co-stars on Hallmark Channel’s family drama “Chesapeake Shores.”  In 
2016, he wrapped up four seasons as a co-star of the award-winning CTV/ABC crime drama 
“Motive,” from the producers of “Dexter” and “The Mentalist.”  Other recent credits the Hallmark 
Channel original film “Autumn in the Vineyard” and the award-winning Canadian television film 
“Unclaimed.” 
 
A native of Ottawa, Penny moved to Vancouver after college to try his luck at acting.  He studied 
at the Lyric School of Acting and launched his professional career in 2003 with a guest 
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role on UPN’s “Jake 2.0.”  He was subsequently cast in guest roles on Showtime’s “The L Word,” 
ABC Family’s “Kyle XY” and the WB’s “Smallville,” and landed his first series regular role on CTV’s 
“Whistler,” which aired in the U.S. on Nickelodeon’s teen channel The N.  In 2009, Penny landed 
a series regular role on The N’s “The Assistants,” opposite Michael B. Jordan and was also seen 
in the Lifetime movie “Held Hostage.”  Additional television credits include the Reelz Channel 
mini-series “Ring of Fire” and guest starring roles on numerous series, including CBS’s 
“Flashpoint,” AMC’s “The Killing” and the WB’s “Supernatural.”  Penny has also been busy on the 
film front, playing supporting roles in films such as The Virginian, The A-Team, Tooth Fairy, I 
Love You, Beth Cooper, John Tucker Must Die and Thomas Kinkade’s Christmas Cottage.   
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