
 

‘A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS’ 
Synopsis 

 

In celebration of her upcoming book, bestselling author Rachel Kennedy (Natalie Knepp) returns 
to her hometown to host a motivational speaking event at Christmastime.  Coming home has 
been difficult for Rachel since her parents died and she lost touch with her brother, David (David 
Lewis).  Rachel’s management team Stuart (Steve Bacic) and Bridget (Chiara Guzzo) hire local 
producer Jack Nelson (Michael Rady) to work with Rachel on the event.  Even though Rachel and 
Jack do not always see eye to eye professionally, their differences challenge Rachel to critically 
look at her life and the message she brings to her fans. 
 
When a stranger, Joy (Bonnie Bedelia), saves Rachel from being hit by a car, she is immensely 
grateful and asks Joy to come on as an advisor until the event.  In return, Rachel volunteers at 
the community center where Joy works, which is in danger of closing after the holidays. 
 
Jack helps Rachel connect with the community on a genuine level.  The two attend local holiday 
events, volunteer and properly decorate Rachel’s place for the holidays.  Rachel, who is typically 
consumed by business, sees the personal relationships she has been missing when she spends 
time with Jack.  Jack opens up and tells Rachel that he has been interested in finding his birth 
mother ever since his adoptive parents passed away.  The connection between Rachel and Jack 
becomes undeniable, but Rachel has a rule never to get romantically involved with a colleague. 
 
On Joy’s advice, Rachel attempts to make amends with her brother, and though David initially 
brushes her off, he eventually welcomes her back into his life.  Rachel and Jack spend time with 
David’s family, and both Rachel and David are happy to make up for lost time. 
 
Concerned that Joy is a distraction to Rachel, Stuart hires a private investigator to follow her, and 
reveals that Joy has an arrest record.  When Rachel confronts her about her past, Joy explains 
that she stole money in order to feed her baby, but ultimately gave the baby up for adoption so 
he could have a better life.  The revelation brings Joy and Rachel closer, and Joy gives Rachel a 
children’s book with an inspiring message.  When a baby photo falls out that book, Jack recognizes 
it, and realizes that Joy is his biological mother.  Slowly at first, Jack and Joy begin the process 
of building a relationship. 
 
As the event nears, Jack overhears that Stuart plans to use the footage of Rachel in the 
community for book promotion.  Disappointed that Rachel would exploit her volunteer work like 
that, he quits.  With her event just days away, Rachel must remember the connections in life that 
create joy and share this message with her fans, her family and Jack. 
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