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POPPY DRAYTON (Loretta Johnson) – British actress Poppy Drayton is quickly becoming a 
household name, appearing in film, television and video on demand projects.  Drayton is 
perhaps best known for her leading role in the Hallmark Channel Original Movie “When Calls the 
Heart” alongside Maggie Grace and Lori Loughlin, and the MTV series “The Shannara 
Chronicles.” 
 
Drayton’s work spans multiple genres.  She appeared in the independent comedy film Down 
Dog, and had a leading role in the horror movies Unhallowed Grave and Writers Retreat.  On 
television, Drayton guest starred on a Christmas special of the popular BBC period drama 
“Downton Abbey.” 
 
Later this year, Poppy Drayton can be seen in a starring role the Netflix live action feature “The 
Little Mermaid,” an adaptation of the Hans Christian Andersen story, alongside Gina Gershon, 
and in a leading roll in the romantic drama See You Soon. 
 

# # # 
 
STEVEN R. MCQUEEN (Wayne Hancock) – For eight seasons, Steven R. McQueen starred 
as Jeremy Gilbert on The CW’s “The Vampire Diaries,” a role that landed him a Teen Choice 
Awards nomination for Male Scene Stealer.  Recently, McQueen was a cast regular in season 
four of NBC’s “Chicago Fire,” which included three crossover episodes with NBC’s “Chicago P.D.”   
 
Early in his career, McQueen was cast in a recurring role on The WB’s hit drama series 
“Everwood,” alongside Treat Williams and Emily VanCamp.  In addition to his lead and series 
regular roles, McQueen has guest starred on the CBS crime dramas “Numb3rs,” “Without a 
Trace” and “CSI: Miami.” 
 
On film, McQueen appeared in The Weinstein Company horror film Piranha 3D with an 
ensemble cast that included Richard Dreyfuss, Ving Rames, Jerry O’Connell and Jessica Szohr. 
 

# # # 
 
MARY-MARGARET HUMES (Susan Johnson) – Mary-Margaret Humes, a native of Northern 
New York, entered the world of show business when she was chosen by Mel Brooks for the role 
of Miriam the vestal virgin in the hit movie History of the World: Part 1. 
 
Her first television series regular role was on NBC’s “Eerie, Indiana” in 1992, although she is 
best known for her six-year run as a series regular in the role of Gale Leery, the mother of 
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James Van Der Beek’s character Dawson Leery on The WB’s hit series “Dawson’s Creek,” which 
ran from 1998 to 2003.  This breakout series, which was created and written by Kevin 
Williamson, literally changed the landscape of television programming aimed for a younger 
generation at the turn of the millennium. 
 
During this time, Humes also shined in the emotionally charged USA TV movie “The Stalking of 
Laurie Show” based on a true story.  She portrayed Hazel Show, the grieving mother of a 
Pennsylvania teenager, played by actress Jennifer Finnigan, who was brutally murdered out of 
jealousy by the high school prom queen.  The following year she played the much more 
lighthearted mother in the very popular Disney Channel movie, “Motocrossed.” 
 
On the edgy HBO series “Luck,” produced by Michael Mann in 2012, Hume secured a recurring 
role as an insurance scam artist.  Also in 2012 – but on a much lighter note – she appeared in 
the Hallmark Channel Original Movie “Matchmaker Santa,” playing a very cheerful but scheming 
mother.  This was followed by a role on Lifetime’s TV movie “The Girl He Met Online,” in which 
she played the physically, mentally and emotionally abused mother of an adopted teenage 
daughter. 
 
Not only has Hume guest starred in dozens of episodic TV shows, but she also worked in the 
commercial world during her early career. She had a four-year contract as spokeswoman for 
Tropicana Orange Juice, as well as a three-year contract with Quaker Oats. 
 
Second only to acting is her passion for dance.  She has been married to Hollywood soundman 
Raul A. Bruce for over 20 years and together they have shared their home in Los Angeles with 
many adopted four-legged children.  Their current “daughter” is a hound dog mix rescued from 
the San Francisco ASPCA named Bailey. 
 

# # # 
 
KIX BROOKS (Arthur Walters) – Kix Brooks was born and raised in Shreveport, Louisiana, 
where he hit the ground running and has never slowed down.  He got into music at a young 
age, which eventually lead him to Nashville.  In Nashville, he started his career writing hit songs 
for other artists such as the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Highway 101 and John Conlee.  In 1990, 
Brooks teamed with Ronnie Dunn to form Brooks & Dunn, the highest-selling duo in the history 
of country music.  They have sold more than 30 million records, won more than 75 major 
industry awards and have had 20 #1 hit songs.  
 
In 2006, Brooks took over the hosting reins of the long-running syndicated radio program, 
American Country Countdown, where every week he counts country music’s Top 30 songs.  The 
broadcast industry has taken note and honored him with the CMA National Broadcast 
Personality of the Year Award in 2009, 2011 and 2013, making him the first person to ever win 
a CMA Award in both the artist and broadcast categories. 
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Never one to stand still, Brooks ventured into the movie business with his production company 
Team Two Entertainment, where you will find him in front of and behind the camera.  In July 
2015, “Steak Out With Kix Brooks” premiered on the Cooking Channel.  The series featured 
Brooks setting out across the country to find some of America’s best steakhouses.   
 
Additionally, Brooks raises Beefmaster cattle on his farm just outside of Nashville and is also a 
founding partner of Arrington Vineyards – a highly successful winery and special events venue 
in Arrington, Tennessee.  In 2016, Brooks released his first cookbook titled Cookin’ It with Kix. 
 
Brooks continues to give back to his community through his involvement with organizations 
such as the Country Music Association, Operation Finally Home, Veterans Matter, Tennessee 
Tourism Board and the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt.  In December 2014, 
he was named the first recipient of the Country Music Association’s Humanitarian Award.  
 
In 2015, after a five-year hiatus, Brooks & Dunn reunited and joined forces with their close 
friend Reba McEntire for Reba + Brooks & Dunn: Together In Vegas, a Las Vegas residency at 
The Colosseum at Caesar’s Palace.  The extremely popular residency continues to sell out and 
be a fan favorite in Las Vegas.  
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