
 
 
 

‘CHRISTMAS IN LOVE’ 
Cast Bios 

 
BROOKE D’ORSAY (Ellie Hartman) – Brooke D’Orsay most recently starred in “Miss 
Christmas” which premiered this past November on Hallmark Channel.  Before that, she starred 
in the hit USA Network original series “Royal Pains.”  Upcoming projects include guest starring 
in the upcoming CBS sitcom “9JKL,” opposite her former “Royal Pains” costar Mark Feurstein. 
 
D’Orsay began her career as a member of the Toronto-based improve troupe Trailervision, 
where she cut her teeth as a comedic performer.  She then proceeded to voice the character of 
Caitlin Cooke on the popular Canadian animated sitcom “6Teen.”  After moving to Los Angeles, 
she went on to star in FOX’s “Happy Hour” and CBS’s "Gary Unmarried.”  Additional small 
screen credits include fan favorites “The Big Bang Theory,” “How I Met Your Mother” and “Two 
and a Half Men,” where she played Ashton Kutcher's recurring love interest.  Many fans also 
recognize her from playing Deb Dobkins, the lamented diva in the Lifetime comedy-drama 
series “Drop Dead Diva.” 
 
D’Orsay has made us laugh on the large screen in the cult classic Harold & Kumar Go to White 
Castle, followed by New Line Cinema’s King’s Ransom, and Jennifer Aniston’s directorial debut, 
Room 10.  She also starred in the Hallmark Channel original movies “June in January” and “How 
to Fall in Love.” 
 

# # # 
 
DANIEL LISSING (Nick Carlingson) — Daniel Lissing most recently starred in the popular 
Hallmark Channel original series “When Calls the Heart” in the role of Constable Jack Thornton 
for five seasons opposite Erin Krakow and Lori Loughlin.  Previously, he was cast as the series 
regular role of Lt. James King in ABC's “Last Resort” directed by Martin Campbell (Casino 
Royale) and produced by Shawn Ryan (“The Shield,” “The Unit”).  This highly sought-after role 
gave Lissing the opportunity to star opposite Hollywood heavyweights Andre Braugher (Glory), 
Robert Patrick (The Terminator) and Scott Speedman (“Felicity”) as his first role in the US. 
 
One of Australia’s rising stars, Daniel was also a series regular (“Conrad”) on the ABC-TV series 
“Crownies” and played the lead role in the David Gould–directed film The Cure, which shot in 
New Zealand in 2012.  Additional credits include the feature film John Doe directed by Kel Dolen 
and numerous television series, including “Cops: LAC” (Nine), “Out of the Blue” (Southern 
Star/BBC/Ten), “Packed to the Rafters” (Seven) and “Home and Away” (Seven).  
 
Lissing is also a popular singer/songwriter and performs to packed houses all over Sydney.  It is 
worth noting is that he has performed for the Australian troops serving overseas in East Timor 
(Pacific Islands) and was formally recognized for his peacekeeping efforts by the Australian 
Defence Force.  
 
 



Lissing was chosen by Inside Film Magazine as one of “Australia’s Rising Talents” and Australia’s 
TV Week Magazine included him in their “Australia's Sexiest Blokes on Television” issue. 
 

# # # 
 
MARY-MARGARET HUMES (Grace Hartman) – Mary-Margaret Humes, a native of Northern 
New York, entered the world of show business when she was chosen by Mel Brooks for the role 
of Miriam the vestal virgin in the hit movie History of the World: Part 1. 
 
Her first television series regular role was on NBC’s “Eerie, Indiana” in 1992, although she is 
best known for her six-year run as a series regular in the role of Gale Leery, the mother of 
James Van Der Beek’s character Dawson Leery on The WB’s hit series “Dawson’s Creek,” which 
ran from 1998 to 2003.  This breakout series, which was created and written by Kevin 
Williamson, literally changed the landscape of television programming aimed for a younger 
generation at the turn of the millennium. 
 
During this time, Humes also shined in the emotionally charged USA TV movie “The Stalking of 
Laurie Show” based on a true story.  She portrayed Hazel Show, the grieving mother of a 
Pennsylvania teenager, played by actress Jennifer Finnigan, who was brutally murdered out of 
jealousy by the high school prom queen.  The following year she played the much more 
lighthearted mother in the very popular Disney Channel movie, “Motocrossed.” 
 
On the edgy HBO series “Luck,” produced by Michael Mann in 2012, Humes secured a recurring 
role as an insurance scam artist.  Also in 2012 – but on a much lighter note – she appeared in 
the Hallmark Channel Original Movie “Matchmaker Santa,” playing a very cheerful but scheming 
mother.  This was followed by a role on Lifetime’s TV movie “The Girl He Met Online,” in which 
she played the physically, mentally and emotionally abused mother of an adopted teenage 
daughter.  Hallmark audiences most recently saw Humes in the Spring Fever movie “Home by 
Spring.” 
 
Not only has Humed guest starred in dozens of episodic TV shows, but she also worked in the 
commercial world during her early career.  She had a four-year contract as spokeswoman for 
Tropicana Orange Juice and appeared in well over 100 commercials for a variety of products. 
 
Second only to acting is her passion for dance.  She has been married to Hollywood soundman 
Raul A. Bruce for over 20 years and together they have shared their home in Los Angeles with 
many adopted four-legged children.  Their current “daughter” is a hound dog mix rescued from 
the San Francisco ASPCA named Bailey. 
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