
 
 

‘REUNITED AT CHRISTMAS’ 
Synopsis 

 
First-time author Samantha Murphy (Nikki DeLoach) meets with her publisher, who assigns her a 
Christmas story as her second book.  Samantha’s not enthused about the subject, despite all the 
wonderful Christmases spent at her Nana Madeline’s (Beverley Breuer) house as a girl.  
Samantha’s entire family has received special letters from Madeline, who passed away earlier in 
the year, asking them to come together for one final Christmas at her house.  Samantha’s 
boyfriend Simon (Mike Faiola) invites himself to Sam’s hometown for Christmas. 
 
Cedar Ridge, Madeline’s hometown, is an idyllic all-American town.  The family arrives and settles 
in at Madeline’s house, including Sam’s divorced parents, Bill (Andrew Airlie) and Claire (Eileen 
Pedde).  Sam is utterly shocked when that evening, Simon proposes marriage to her and, put on 
the spot, she says “yes” in front of the whole family. 
 
The family reviews a list of family traditions Madeline has left for them to complete together over 
Christmas.  Simon gives Sam his grandmother’s engagement ring.  The very next day she tells 
Simon she’s not sure she’s ready to get married.  Yet, as the week goes on and the family 
completes more of Nana Madeline’s traditions together, Simon is forced to pretend that everything 
is fine between him and Samantha, all the while uncertain if they are even still a couple. 
 
Everyone decorates the tree and reminisces.  Simon’s parents call, Sam stalls on telling them 
about the engagement.  Bill and Claire continue to experience nice moments together throughout 
the week, and Bill inspires Sam to keep Madeline’s Christmas stories alive through her writing. 
 
Samantha joins Simon as he interviews a couple who met at the top of the Empire State Building, 
lost touch with each other, reconnected and finally got married just one year ago – Irene (Candus 
Churchill) and Charlie Parnell (XXX). Bill and Claire talk about “what happened,” how they drifted 
apart after the girls were grown, and neither can really recall what went wrong.  Claire helps Bill 
tie his tie, he tells her he’s not selling the house, asks her if they might get together again 
sometime soon.  She says yes.   
 
At the Cedar Falls Annual Christmas Dance, Simon tells Samantha he can’t play this charade 
anymore and says he’s leaving to go back to NY.  Sam lets him go, immediately regrets it, and 
has a talk with Claire, who offers some personal wisdom.  On Christmas morning, Samantha 
reveals the story she’s been inspired to write, then everyone opens their “gifts from Nana.” 
Samantha’s gift is the Christmas Star they had all searched for in vain.  Everyone agrees to come 
together again next year, and Sam reveals the surprise ending to her and Simon’s story. 
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