
 
 

‘EMMA FIELDING MYSTERIES: MORE BITTER THAN DEATH’ 
Synopsis 

 
 
At Kenzer College, renowned archaeologist Emma Fielding (Courtney Thorne-Smith) prepares to 
host the annual conference of the Association for the Study of American Archaeology where her 
luminous colleagues come together each year to share discoveries and scholarly papers with 
one another.  However, at the opening night dinner when Althea Harrison, (Janet Kidder), 
Kenzer’s Dean of Archaeology and the association’s President, is about to announce the name 
of her successor, she drops dead at the podium, felled by a lethal dose of rare poison. 
 
With FBI agent Jim Conner (James Tupper) onsite for a presentation he is doing as a favor to 
Emma, as well as Emma’s former fiancé Duncan Thatcher (Mark Valley), a celebrated and 
somewhat pompous British archaeologist who was invited to attend by Althea, the unlikely trio 
sets out to investigate the murder as well as the concurrent theft of a rare skull from the 
college’s museum that Emma had recently discovered. 
 
Working separately from the local sheriff and Kenzer’s Chief of Security Breck (Craig March), 
Emma and Conner make a list of suspects, of which there are many.  With Harrison set to 
announce her successor, and many of the notable scholars in attendance certain that each 
should be the ideal choice to lead the prestigious organization, their off-the-record investigating 
scrutinizes several possibilities.  These include Professor Turner (Matty Finnochio), who had 
pleaded with Harrison to hold off on her decision until his presentation of a pre-Columbian 
artifact; Professor Paula Winter (Courtney Richter), who makes no bones about being the 
perfect choice to succeed Dr. Harrison; Professor Biberman (Geoff Gustafson) who, it turns out, 
may very well be the source of the rare poison used to kill the dean, and even Milton Oberland 
(James Dean), the student who is caught red-handed with the stolen skull in his possession. 
 
When the secret Order of Bacchus society is implicated in the theft, Emma becomes certain 
they may be more deeply involved in Harrison’s murder as well, and when Duncan admits to 
having been a member long ago and recalls a series of secret tunnels beneath the college, the 
trio sets out to find the truth that is eluding everyone. 
 
However, before the killer is named, Emma is cornered and confronted in a secret location, 
where she learns of the long-standing grudge behind the thefts and, ultimately, Dr. Harrison’s 
murder.  And if she is not soon discovered, she is sure to be the next victim in a plot aimed at 
pinning her death on the Order of Bacchus. 
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