
 
 

‘CHRONICLE MYSTERIES: VINES THAT BIND’ 
Synopsis 

 
True crime podcaster Alex McPherson (Alison Sweeney) is beginning the latest edition of her 
podcast, Recovered, and is revisiting the death of local vintner Colton Saunier (James Grant) that 
was ruled an accident, albeit an odd one.  He was found in a wine vat, dead of CO2 poisoning.  
Alex joins Chronicle staffer Eileen Bruce (Rebecca Staab), who tipped off Alex that the vintner’s 
death seemed suspicious, in nearby Macklin.  There, Alex meets the remaining members of the 
Saunier family, all of whom benefitted from his death: sons Gil (Roman Podhora) and Jackson 
(Michael Patrick Denis), granddaughter Valerie (Pippa Mackie), and even the family lawyer Victor 
(Malcolm Stewart).  Gil is happy about the podcast because he thinks there was foul play, and 
walks Alex through all the details of the accident.  Jackson is not happy about the podcast at all 
and, in fact, Gil thinks his brother’s wife, Mary (Rochelle Greenwood) did the deed. 
 
Drew (Benjamin Ayers) and Chuck (Dave Collette) arrive in Macklin to research a story on land 
turnover in the town, surprising Alex and Eileen.  Alex discovers that a winery employee, Andy 
Woods (Garrett Black), was the only police suspect at the time of death.  Colton had mentored 
him, then Andy was caught writing company checks and was fired.  He claimed he was framed 
and was never charged with Colton’s murder.  That evening, shots are fired at the winery.  Gil is 
found dead, Jackson holding a rifle at the top of the hill.  He claims he saw hunters on their 
property and fired a warning shot; must have been a hunter’s gun that killed Gil.  Alex spots 
neighboring farmer Donna Kelleher (Trish Allen), always at odds with the Sauniers, looking on. 
 
In further researching his land turnover story, Drew interviews Vivian Macklin (Linda Dano), the 
matriarch of one of Maclin’s original founding families.  She reveals her disgust over what Macklin 
has become since the success of the winery.  Like Donna Kelleher and Ryan Abbey (Primo Allon), 
a local environmentalist, there is no love lost between Ms Macklin and the Saunier family.  With 
four Chronicle staffers now deeply involved in what has now become a double murder 
investigation, danger continues to mount as Alex gets closer and closer to discovering exactly 
who killed Colton and Gil Saunier.  However, when they return to the vat room to revisit the 
logistics of the original crime (Colton’s murder), Alex and her ad hoc investigation team come 
face-to-face with the murderer, who is “locked and loaded” and ready to kill again. 
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