
 
 

‘MYSTERY 101:  WORDS CAN KILL’ 
Synopsis 

 
When Crime Fiction Professor Amy Winslow (Jill Wagner) goes to her office Sunday night, she 
surprises an intruder who nearly mows her down trying to get away.  Calling Detective Travis 
Burke (Kristoffer Polaha) to the scene of the crime, the two make an odd discovery – nothing has 
been stolen.  It’s just the beginning of a series of strange events – and murders – that lead to 
the arrest of none other than Graham Winslow (Robin Thomas), the famed author of the 
bestselling Atticus Keller detective novels, who also happens to be Amy’s father.    
 
Charged with killing Betsy Crane (Marci T. House) and burning down her motorhome, Graham 
seems to be the least likely suspect, especially since Betsy is the publisher who launched his 
career.  Nevertheless, all the evidence points to Graham.  Not only did he recently end his 
publishing relationship with the victim, but also a nearly empty can of kerosene and a bloody 
paperweight was found in his trunk.  In addition to that, a man was just shot in his car right 
outside of Graham’s house!  With no one else to charge, Travis has no other choice but to bring 
in the respected author for questioning.   
 
Convinced her father is innocent, Amy sets out to find the real killer with the help of her graduate 
assistant Bud (Preston Vanderslice) and her good friend Holly (Amanda Wong).  Together they 
write down the names of possible suspects, and at the top of the list is Detective Jenk (Eric 
Keenleyside) in town for the “Murder We Wrote” book festival.  Amy first met Jenk outside her 
office the day after the break-in, claiming he was looking for her father in hopes of collaborating 
on a book.  Checking up on Jenk, Travis finds out he’s a dirty cop who’s about to lose his job.  
Even more suspicious, Jenk is seen in shouting match with Betsy, claiming her publishing house 
owes him $10,000 for being a resource for one of her authors.  
 
That author is Rick Fitch (Milo Shandel), another major suspect on Amy’s list, who happens to be 
her father’s literary nemesis, and the reason Graham switched publishing houses.  It seems Betsy 
leaked one of Graham’s manuscripts to Fitch, who then turned around and plagiarized the book.  
Finally, there’s Hannah (Rhona Rees), a crazed fan who slashes Graham’s tires so she can give 
him a ride home.  But why would she kill Betsy and then frame the man she idolizes?   
 
With two people murdered, the last thing this case needs is another body, but that’s exactly 
what’s thrown into the mix when Rick Fitch is found dead at the bottom of a canyon, with Betsy’s 
phone on his body!  Luckily, that clears Graham of her murder, which makes his new editor, Celia 
(Nathalie Boltt) quite happy.  She’s clearly quite taken with her new client, and Graham is certainly 
smitten with her.  With three dead, motives galore, and no clear killer, Travis and Amy have their 
work cut out for them.  All they know for sure is that with all these literary people in town, words 
can definitely kill.  
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