
 
 
 

‘TWO TURTLE DOVES’ 
Synopsis 

 

Neuroscientist Dr. Sharon Harper (Nikki DeLoach) who studies loss, grief, and how to heal from 
trauma, returns to her quaint, small, Christmas-obsessed town and childhood home following the 
death of her beloved grandmother to get her affairs in order.  While in town, she is reacquainted 
with neighbor Sam Taylor (Michael Rady), a handsome but disheartened estate lawyer and single 
dad, who is dealing with his own loss, still grieving the death of his late-wife, and Sharon meets 
his adorable 10-year-old daughter Mikayla (Michaela Russell).   
 

At the estate meeting, Sam tells Sharon that her grandmother prepared recordings and journals, 
listing Harper Family Christmas Traditions.  In passing them on, her wish is for Sharon to complete 
12 of them, one for each of their cherished “12 Days of Christmas” ornaments, before making a 
decision about whether the house (and town) are meant for her to keep and to stay.  However, 
in unwrapping the boxed-up ornaments, she finds the “Two Turtle Doves” ornament is missing, 
along with the “Partridge in a Pear Tree” ornament.  And so, she begins her quest to locate them, 
as the “Two Turtle Doves” ornament holds an exceptionally special meaning. 
 

Sharon accepts her grandmother’s challenge and relives the joy in the family traditions starting 
first with Twelve Drummers Drumming – the town tree lighting – and Eleven Pipers Piping – have 
a cup of the best cocoa in town.  Sharon learns that Mikayla and her grandmother were very 
close and includes her in the fun along with Sam, and a spark between them quickly ignites.  As 
the trio spends more time together, Sharon finds the trick to confronting past memories is to 
make new ones, and not to do Christmas alone. 
 

As Sharon, Sam and Mikayla hang an ornament for each family tradition they experience and 
cross of the list, back home in Minneapolis, Sharon’s professional life pulls at her.  She has been 
nominated for a five-year fellowship grant worth a $500,000 to further her research and has an 
upcoming interview with the judging panel in New York to share what impact she would make if 
awarded the grant money.  She confides in Sam (with feelings for each other growing each day) 
that while she truly loves her family and her home, her job and whole life is somewhere else. 
 

With the “Two Turtle Doves” ornament still missing, Sharon, Sam and Mikayla experience the last 
of the tradition challenges listed in the journal and find they each are on their own path of grieving 
and recovery.  Later, Sam realizes he can only move on and be ready for change when there is 
space for something new and as a result, unboxes and discovers a hidden surprise. 
 

With his feelings for Sharon stronger than ever, Sam fears falling for someone who may have one 
foot out the door, pulls back and walks away, leaving Sharon utterly confused.  Sharon is then 
ultimately faced with the agonizing life choice between heartfelt links to her past and bright 
promises of her future, and she rediscovers what the holiday – and life-- is truly about: love, 
family, and unexpected Christmas miracles that really do happen. 
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