
 
 

‘PICTURE A PERFECT CHRISTMAS’ 
Synopsis 

 

San Francisco-based professional photographer Sophie (Merritt Patterson) faces Christmas 
alone when her photographer boyfriend Brent (Toby Levins) accepts an assignment in Asia. In 
Seattle’s Bainbridge Island, Ascension Invention CEO David Murphy (Jon Cor) is looking for a 
nanny to care for his nine-year old nephew Troy (Luke Roessler) for two weeks while Troy’s 
regular nanny is away.  Their elderly next-door neighbor, Louise Griffith (Paula Shaw) would be 
a perfect substitute except that she has injured her foot.  When Sophie learns about her 
Grandma Louise’s foot, she flies north to be with her for Christmas.  After mistaking Sophie for 
a prospective nanny, David accepts her offer to watch Troy for the afternoon, which goes so 
well Sophie offers for she and her grandma to be co-nannies for the next two weeks, much to 
David’s relief. 
 

Sophie takes Troy to audition for a part in the Christmas Pageant, where a bit of stage fright 
gets the better of the boy and he is cast as the fifth reindeer, Comet.  David joins Sophie, 
Louise and Troy on a trip to the toy store, and Troy invites Sophie to go with him and his uncle 
to get their tree the next day.  David and Sophie joke about the fact that Louise and Troy seem 
to be playing matchmaker, laughingly ticking off reasons why they would never work, like 
distance, her boyfriend, etc.  David and Sophie are constantly stealing glances at one another 
and enjoy the day together, including the snowball fight David instigates.  She notices how 
relaxed he is, something his business does not always allow for.  Sophie admits her fast-paced 
career might be preventing her from living her best possible personal life.  David’s former 
girlfriend Jodi (Anita Brown) surprises him at the tree farm and he agrees to get together to 
catch up.  In a surprise visit, Brent shows up and it is soon apparent to Sophie that she and 
Brent are never going to work so she bids him a final farewell. 
 

Sophie and Troy are bonding, and she thinks about how much she will miss him when she goes 
back to San Francisco.  She even toys with the idea of staying in Bainbridge and simply 
traveling for work, like her January trip to Switzerland will require.  At lunch, Jodi reveals to 
David that she is engaged and very happy, and even suggests that he has eyes for Sophie.  
While ice skating, David tells Sophie that Jodi is engaged, and she tells David that she and 
Brent are history.  Inspired by Sophie’s generosity, David comes up with the new app he’s been 
struggling with for Ascension Invention.  When Sophie gets a call that her Switzerland shoot has 
been moved up and she will need to miss the Christmas Pageant, she says yes and begins 
planning her exit. 
 

There is sadness all around as Sophie prepares to leave.  Troy is heartbroken, as is David who 
was starting to think that perhaps Sophie was the one.  As she is boarding her plane, Sophie 
thinks about the Christmas Pageant, and is forced with a decision that will either derail her 
career or lead her to follow her heart. 

 

-- HALLMARK CHANNEL --  


