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Cast Bios 

 
RACHAEL LEIGH COOK (Willow) – Rachael Leigh Cook’s beauty, talent and versatility make 
her one of Hollywood’s go-to talents for film and television.  Her memorable performance in the 
1998 anti-heroin “kitchen smashing” public service announcement (“This is your brain …”) led to 
her first starring role in Miramax’s breakout hit She’s All That, opposite Freddie Prinze Jr.  Cook 
recently starred as Hermia in Casey Wilder Mott’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, adapted from the 
Shakespeare play and co-starring Lily Rabe, Hamish Linklater, Finn Wittrock and Ted Levine. 
 
Cook has brought her talents to a wide spectrum of comedies, dramas, independent films and 
genre features.  She has tapped her comedic skills as a star of such films as Josie and the 
Pussycats, with Parker Posey and Rosario Dawson; All I Wanna Do, with Kirsten Dunst; the dark 
comedy 11:14, with Hilary Swank and Colin Hanks; and the romantic comedy Blow Dry, with Josh 
Hartnett.  Early in her career, she co-starred in Mark Waters’ independent feature House of Yes, 
playing a younger version of Parker Posey’s character; and in Richard LaGravenese’s 
comedy/drama Living Out Loud, portraying a younger version of Holly Hunter’s character.  Other 
notable credits include the crime drama Get Carter with Sylvester Stallone and the independent 
comedy/mystery/drama The Big Empty, opposite Jon Favreau. 
 
On the small screen, Cook co-starred in Steven Spielberg and TNT’s award-winning mini-series 
“Into the West” and was a recurring character on the hit series “Psych,” for USA Network.  Earlier 
this year, she starred in the Hallmark Channel Original “Valentine in the Vineyard,” and last year 
starred in the channel’s “Frozen in Love” and “Summer in the Vineyard.”  Cook most recently 
appeared in the YouTube Original series “Liza on Demand,” and she starred in TNT’s “Perception” 
opposite Eric McCormack, which ran for three seasons. 
 
Cook currently resides in Los Angeles with her children, daughter Charlotte and son Theodore. 
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BENJAMIN AYRES (David) – Benjamin Ayres’ career has spanned both television and feature 
films.  On the film side, he was most recently seen opposite Catherine Keener and Matt Craven 
in Alan Gilsenan’s Unless, which premiered at the 2016 Toronto International Film Festival.   
On the small screen, he starred as Dr. Zachary Miller in the highly acclaimed, CTV/NBC medical 
drama “Saving Hope,” which ran for five seasons.  Ayres stars alongside Alison Sweeney in 
Hallmark Movies & Mysteries’ “The Chronicle Mysteries” franchise, the most recent installment of 
which, “Chronicle Mysteries: The Deep End,” premiered in August.  He recurred during the first 
season of The CW series “Burden of Truth,” and in the eighth and ninth seasons of “Suits” on 
USA Network. 



Ayres is widely known for his role as Cancer Cowboy, the chain-smoking sex addict with a morbid 
death obsession, in the critically acclaimed cult hit CBC series “jPod,” based on the Douglas 
Coupland novel of the same name.  The role garnered him a Leo nomination in 2008. After two 
seasons as a series regular on the CTV hit series “Dan for Mayor,” he then landed the role of Eric 
Blake on HBO Canada's Gemini Award winning series “Less Than Kind,” for which he received a 
Canadian Screen Award nomination. 
 
Ayres has appeared in more than 40 television series and made-for-television movies, including 
the Hallmark Channel original movie “Love by Chance.”  His other credits include various guest 
star and recurring roles on SyFy’s “Battlestar Galactica,” “Bitten” and “Lost Girl,” The CW’s “The 
Vampire Diaries,” CBS’s “Flashpoint,” ABC’s “Combat Hospital,” “Diamonds” and “Impact,” and 
WB’s “Smallville.” 
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