
 
 

‘CHRISTMAS UNDER THE STARS’ 
Cast Bios 

 
JESSE METCALFE (Nick) – Hollywood leading man Jesse Metcalfe currently stars as Trace Riley 
in Hallmark Channel’s “Chesapeake Shores.”  Before that, Metcalfe was seen as Christopher Ewing 
in the popular TNT series, “Dallas.”  Born in California and raised in Waterford, Connecticut, 
Metcalfe played in several basketball leagues in his youth.  Studying Film and Television at New 
York University’s famed Tisch School of the Arts, his first role on television was starring in the 
NBC series “Passions” as Miguel Lopez-Fitzgerald.  After a successful five-year stint on the show, 
Metcalfe took a brief break from it to pursue other opportunities.  He returned to make his final 
appearance in January 2005.  
 
Metcalfe went on to star as the teen gardener John Rowland on ABC’s hugely popular “Desperate 
Housewives.”  His storyline of an illicit affair with Eva Longoria’s character, a   married housewife, 
garnered fan and media attention.  Metcalfe won a Choice TV Breakout Performance: Male award 
at the Teen Choice Awards for his role on the show, as well as a nomination for Choice TV Actor 
in a Comedy and a SAG Award for Best Television Ensemble.  
 
During this time, Metcalfe also played the title character in the 20th Century Fox black comedy 
film John Tucker Must Die.  The film, which also starred Sophia Bush, Brittany Snow and Ashanti, 
followed three friends who set out to break the heart of a serial cheater by setting him up with 
the new girl in town.  Metcalfe’s other film roles include The Ninth Passenger, Escape Plan 2: 
Hades (with Sylvester Stallone), God’s Not Dead 2, Insanitarium, The Other End of the Line, 
Beyond a Reasonable Doubt (with Michael Douglas) and The Tortured.  On television, he also 
starred in the Jerry Bruckheimer series “The Chase” for NBC.  
 
Metcalfe plays lead character Chase Carter in the digital films Dead Rising: Watchtower and Dead 
Rising: Endgame, which were produced by Legendary Entertainment and are based on the 
popular video game franchise of the same name.  The game has sold 6.5 million copies worldwide 
and has a huge pre-existing fan base.  Metcalfe also recently starred in the Hallmark Channel 
original movies “Christmas Next Door” and “A Country Wedding.”  He will also star in the 
upcoming Hallmark Movies & Mysteries signature “Martha’s Vineyard Mysteries.”  
 
Outside of work, Metcalfe is a huge professional basketball, football and baseball fan.  He also 
works out religiously and is still a regular on the basketball court.  A music lover, Metcalfe is an 
accomplished guitarist.  He is also into classic cars, motorbikes and is an avid poker player.  
Metcalfe is active in several charities, including North Texas Food Bank, The Go Campaign, 
Weingart Foundaton and UNICEF.  
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AUTUMN REESER (Julie) – Autumn Reeser is known for her ability to deftly balance comedy 
and drama, particularly in the roles she’s played as Lizzy Grant on HBO’s “Entourage,” Taylor 
Townsend on FOX’s “The O.C.” and Katie Andrews on ABC’S “No Ordinary Family.”  She was also 
a series regular on the Shawn Ryan drama series “Last Resort,” opposite Andre Braugher and 
Scott Speedman.  Over the past few years, Reeser has recurred on CBS’ “Hawaii Five-O,” following 
her arc on USA’s “Necessary Roughness,” as well as memorable arcs on Amazon’s “Salvation” and 
the E! series “The Arrangement.”   
 
On the feature side, Reeser has appeared in Clint Eastwood’s Sully, with Tom Hanks, The Big 
Bang, opposite Antonio Banderas and Sam Elliot, Valley of Bones, opposite Rhys Coiro, Sony’s Kill 
’Em All, opposite Jean-Claude Van Damme, and Weinstein’s So Undercover, with Miley Cyrus and 
Jeremy Piven.  Reeser has starred in eight romantic dramas for Hallmark Channel and is one of 
their most popular leading ladies.  She recently wrapped production on the independent, La 
Llorona, which hit theaters this summer. 
 
In addition to her extensive film and television career, Reeser is a longtime theatre performer 
and a member of the WorkJuice Players, alongside Busy Phillips and Paul F Tompkins.  She 
currently stars in the West Coast premiere of Nicky Silver’s Too Much Sun at the Odyssey Theater.  
 
Now living in Los Angeles with her two sons, Finn and Dashiell, Reeser is a familiar face to 
Hallmark Channel viewers, having starred in the network’s original movies “Valentine Ever After,” 
“I Do, I Do, I Do,” “Midnight Masquerade,” “Love at the Thanksgiving Parade,” “A Country 
Wedding,” “Love on the Menu,” “Season for Love” and “All Summer Long,” as well as “A Bramble 
House Christmas,” which premiered on Hallmark Movies & Mysteries in 2017. 
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CLARKE PETERS (Clem) – The word “versatile” really doesn’t begin to describe the multi-
faceted career of actor, singer, writer and director Clarke Peters. With a career spanning more 
than four decades, Clarke Peters’ works seamlessly across theatre, film and TV.  He penned and 
performed in the multi award-winning musical Five Guys Named Moe which ran in London’s West 
End for five years and transferred to Broadway; starred in David Simon’s “The Wire,” “Treme” 
and “Show Me a Hero” for HBO and has played everyone from Sky Masterson in Guys n Dolls, to 
Othello in the Sheffield Crucible production and Nelson Mandela in Channel 4’s Endgame.  
“Christmas Under the Stars” is his first movie for Hallmark Channel. 
 
He can currently be seen in HBO’s fantasy television series “His Dark Materials” and in the feature 
film, Harriet for Focus Features.  He will next be seen as a lead in Spike Lee’s Da 5 Bloods and in 
the new Apple series “Foundation.”  
 
Peters made his film debut in 1979, stepping in front of the cameras for the first time in The 
Music Machine.  Since then, he’s starred in a host of critically acclaimed productions, alongside a 
veritable who’s who of acting talent – Mona Lisa with Bob Hoskins, Notting Hill starring Julia 
Roberts and Hugh Grant, and the comedy smash Marley and Me with Owen Wilson and Jennifer 
Aniston, Freedomland with Samuel L. Jackson, and Spike Lee’s Redhook Summer, to mention a 
few. 
  



However, it was the role of Lester Freamon in “The Wire” that catapulted him into the mainstream, 
introducing him to a whole new fan base in the process.  Critically acclaimed, “The Wire” bowed 
out after five seasons and Clarke continued to be in great demand with roles in David Simon’s 
“Treme.”  Following these successful series, Clarke worked with David Simon again on “Show Me 
a Hero” about the rehousing program in Yonkers circa 1985 – 1992. 
 
He fulfilled a personal ambition in 2009 by playing Nelson Mandela in Endgame, the fascinating 
story of the groundbreaking secret talks that precipitated the end of apartheid in South Africa 
and in the same year teamed up with fellow Wire actor John Doman in Season 2 of the Glenn 
Close drama “Damages.”  Signed to appear in just two episodes he was asked to stay for the rest 
of the season.  With a wealth of TV credits, he has recently been seen in the UK in “Midsummer 
Murders” and David Walliams’ “Partners in Crime.” 
 
Peters has dominated our screens in series such as “Love Is,” “Bulletproof,” “Chance,” “The 
Deuce,” “The Blacklist,” and in a leading role in ITV Studios’ new series “Jericho.”  He was also 
be seen in the British/French production of Sky Atlantic’s “The Tunnel” and “Underground” for 
WGN America.  Clarke Peters can be seen in BBC2’s “London Spy” with Ben Wishaw and Charlotte 
Rampling and the Netflix production of “Jessica Jones,” based on the Marvel Alias Comics series 
published on Marvel’s MAX imprint with Krysten Ritter and David Tennant. 
 
His theatre credits include Othello at the Sheffield Crucible, Race at the Hampstead Theatre, King 
Lear with the New Public Theater’s Shakespeare in the Park in New York, Trevor Nunn’s critically 
acclaimed 2006 production of  Porgy and Bess, the 1999 production of The Iceman Cometh, 
Chicago,  the National Theatre’s production of Guys n Dolls, Five Guys Named Moe, The Amen 
Corner, Blues in The Night, Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, Unforgettable, Driving Miss Daisy with 
Wendy Hiller and in January 2016, he will return to New York to star in Marco Ramirez’ The Royale 
at The Lincoln Canter. 
 
Aside from his acting credits, Clarke is also an accomplished director and musical book writer, 
most notably for Five Guys Named Moe.  A tribute to the jazz-bluesman Louis Jordan, the show 
was playing a limited five-week engagement in October 1990 at the tiny Theatre Royal, Stratford 
East, in London when it was spotted by impresario Cameron Mackintosh.  Mackintosh was so 
impressed that he negotiated contracts on the spot, enabling the production to transfer to the 
Lyric Theatre in Shaftesbury Avenue in December of that year.  The show went on to become a 
massive smash in London, on Broadway and throughout the world, still touring to this day. 
 
Peters co-wrote the book for Unforgettable, a Nat King Cole revue that ran at the Edinburgh 
Festival, the Garrick Theatre and toured Japan and was nominated for an Olivier Award. 
 
As a director he made his debut directing James Baldwin’s Blues for Mr Charlie at the Sheffield 
Crucible and King the Musical in London’s West End. 
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