
 

‘HOLIDAY DATE’ 
Synopsis 

 

Aspiring clothing designer Brooke (Brittany Bristow) is devastated when her boyfriend, Ethan 
(Edward Ruttle) breaks up with her right before the holidays.  Down on her luck professionally 
and romantically, she dreads going home for the holidays alone.  When she meets actor Joel 
(Matt Cohen) at a holiday party, though, Joel agrees to play the part of Ethan and join Brooke 
when she goes home for Christmas, both to help Brooke and to research for a film role.  Brooke 
and Ethan grow closer in her hometown while spending time with her parents Donna (Teryl 
Rothery) and Walter (Bruce Boxleitner), along with her sister Ashley (Anny Von Hooft), Ashley’s 
husband Glen (Peter Denson) and their daughter Tessa (Ava Grace Cooper). 
 

Brooke’s family warms to Joel (as Ethan), but they notice something is off.  Whether it is 
purchasing a huge Christmas tree, putting the ornaments on before the lights or eating popcorn 
instead of stringing it, it seems like it’s Joel’s first Christmas.  Joel shares with them that he is 
Jewish, and everyone enthusiastically includes Hanukkah traditions alongside their Christmas 
celebrations.  Brooke appreciates how sweet Joel is to her family.  He helps Tessa audition for 
her role in the community Christmas play (later agreeing to fill the role of a sick actor), while 
Brooke makes the costumes, which sparks a creative passion in her.  Joel is almost caught a few 
times, including when he’s asked questions about architecture (Ethan’s job) or when a commercial 
he is in airs on TV. 
 

When Ashley and Glen see Brooke in a bridal salon looking for costumes and Joel in a jewelry 
store, they jump to conclusions.  The family congratulates Joel and Brooke on their engagement 
and they play along.  Complicating matters more, Brooke’s high school “frenemy” posts a photo 
of the couple on social media celebrating their engagement…and tagging the real Ethan.  Brooke 
hangs up when Ethan calls her about it so he shows up at her family’s house.  She pretends Ethan 
is a friend before hustling him out of the house and explaining what happened. 
 

When Ethan and Brooke share a goodbye hug, Joel feels jealous.  He and Brooke acknowledge 
their mutual feelings and contemplate how to get out of this charade.  Meanwhile, Donna calls 
Ethan’s parents and leaves a message congratulating them on their son’s engagement only to 
find out they’ve heard nothing about it.  Later, Walter overhears Joel on the phone using his real 
name, and after some research discovers he is an actor.  When the family thinks Joel has been 
dishonest with Brooke, Brooke and Joel are forced to come clean – both embarrassing them and 
disappointing Brooke’s family. 
 

After the embarrassing confession, Brooke ends her new romance with Joel, afraid that he will 
hurt her.  Though Donna did not appreciate her daughter’s lies, she encourages her to listen to 
her heart, while Walter confronts Joel with a similar message.  As Christmas approaches, Brooke 
and Joel must decide if they are ready for a relationship – this time as themselves. 
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