
 
 

‘IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS’ 
Synopsis  

 
As the respective mayors of East and West Riverton, New Hampshire, Sarah (Tricia Helfer) and 
Liam (Eric Mabius) have their eyes on the same Yuletide prize: winning the annual statewide 
“Christmas Spirit Competition.”  Sponsored by the Strafford Candle Company, the event invites 
communities to showcase their vision of the beauty, fun and meaning of the season.  When the 
contest first began, Riverton was a unified town and its spectacular celebrations earned it the 
title several times.  However, that streak ended when voters elected to split their burg down the 
geographic middle; East and West Riverton have since vied in vain.  Meanwhile, the contest has 
steadily grown in size and public prominence.  Winning towns can now count on a bump in 
tourism, along with other benefits: a limited-edition candle in its name, a cash prize for its parks 
and recreation department and, of course, bragging rights.   
 
Dedicated public servants that they are, Sarah and Liam are acutely aware of how much a 
victory would mean for the communities they love.  But they are hardly impervious to the lure 
of bragging rights.  Naturally competitive, Sarah and Liam have been squaring off against one 
another since they were schoolchildren, eager to prove their mettle at everything from spelling 
bees and singing to student body elections and college applications.  That dynamic has carried 
through into adulthood, their rivalry chugging merrily along beneath their politician’s smiles and 
courteous gestures. 
 
With the first of the contest’s three rounds one day away, Sarah and Liam are simultaneously 
anxious about their prospects and primed to do battle.  Fortunately, their colleagues – Sarah’s 
chief of staff Yale (Raf Rogers) and Liam’s city council colleague Kendall (Aliza Vellani) – have a 
plan to save them from their more outrageous tendencies.  Reasoning that public encounters 
will keep the mayors on their best behavior, Yale and Kendall have orchestrated chance 
meetings where Sarah and Liam will be surrounded by family, friends and fellow citizens.  
Though the plan isn’t without hiccups, Sarah and Liam do eventually agree to a truce and even 
begin to appreciate one another’s company.  When both East and West Riverton advance to the 
third and final round of the contest, the two erstwhile rivals realize that their best hopes lie in 
working together.  But it may take a Christmas miracle for Sarah and Liam to realize what 
everyone else can plainly see: that they belong together. 
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