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HOLLY ROBINSON PEETE (Amber) – Actress, author, talk show host, activist and 
philanthropist Holly Robinson Peete has been touched by the entertainment industry almost of 
her life.  Her career as an actress dates back more than three decades and has led her to 
becoming a voice for her father, her son and her community. 
 

She was recently seen at the center of Hallmark Channel’s new and very first primetime family 
docu-series, “Meet the Peetes,” which returned for its second season in February 2019.  Peete 
also starred in five “Morning Show Mysteries” originals for Hallmark Mysteries & Movies, and 
recently co-starred in the Hallmark original movie “Christmas in Evergreen: Letters to Santa.” 
 

Robinson Peete had her first experience in front of the camera at the age of four when she 
appeared on television opposite her father, Matthew Robinson, who served as a producer and 
portrayed the original beloved character of Gordon on the iconic children’s program “Sesame 
Street.”  While she knew even at that young age her calling was to be an actress, Robinson Peete 
opted to lead a typical childhood rather than searching to be the next child star. 
 

However, upon finishing her college education, Robinson Peete’s heart led her back to 
entertainment.  In 1986, she landed a starring role on the FOX television drama “21 Jump Street” 
opposite unknown cast members including Johnny Depp.  She went on to star in many other 
successful television series including “Hangin’ with Mr. Cooper,” “For Your Love” and “One on 
One.”  Robinson Peete’s successful television career places her as one of only a handful of 
actresses to star in four shows in syndication.  In addition, she had a recurring role on hit comedy 
series “Mike & Molly” as well as NBC’s hit drama series “Chicago Fire.” 
 

In 1997, Robinson Peete and her husband, former NFL quarterback Rodney Peete, formed the 
HollyRod Foundation, inspired by her father’s courageous battle with Parkinson’s disease, with 
the mission to help improve the quality of life of people with Parkinson’s.  Then in 2005, inspired 
by their eldest son’s autism diagnosis, HollyRod Foundation’s mission expanded to provide support 
and resources to those affected by an autism diagnosis.  Through the HollyRod Foundation and 
her family’s personal experiences, Robinson Peete has become one of the most trusted advocates 
for consistent and reliable education, outreach and support for both Parkinson’s and autism. 
 

Her autism advocacy also extends to her book co-written with daughter, Ryan Elizabeth Peete, 
entitled My Brother Charlie (Scholastic): a bestselling, NAACP Image Award-winning children’s 
book about autism from the sibling’s perspective.  With her first book Get Your Own Damn Beer, 
I’m Watching the Game: A Women’s Guide to Loving Pro Football (2005, Rodale), Robinson Peete 
won the 2006 Quill Literacy Award.  The follow-up to the children’s book entitled Same But 
Different - Teen Life On The Autism Express –- which was co-authored by her twins Ryan Elizabeth 
& RJ – was released in spring 2016. 
 



Her longevity and visibility in the entertainment community has led Robinson Peete to a successful 
career as a brand ambassador/spokesperson for some of the country’s biggest brands.  Robinson 
Peete’s consumer and mom friendly personal brand has partnered with Target, Toys ‘R’ Us, 
Colgate, Skechers, Epipen, Carnation and AARP among others. 
 
Robinson Peete’s singing talents have been displayed on theme songs for both “21 Jump Street” 
and “Hangin’ with Mr. Cooper.”  She also did her own singing as Diana Ross in the miniseries 
“The Jacksons: An American Dream.”  Robinson Peete says fondly that singing is her “first love 
and passion.” 
 
In addition to her philanthropic work through the HollyRod Foundation, Robinson Peete has 
become involved with other organizations as well.  She currently serves as a member of the board 
of her alma mater Sarah Lawrence College and the University of Southern California’s Keck School 
of Medicine's Board of Overseers. 
 
Robinson Peete’s philanthropic efforts have earned her numerous awards and honors including: 
Ford’s Freedom Sisters, American Mentor Award, The Southern California Broadcasters’ 
Association Community Service Award, Gerald R. Ford People Helping People Award, The March 
of Dimes Healthy Babies, Healthy Futures Award, USC Woman of Distinction Award, Anheuser 
Busch John E. Jacob Community Service Award, The Genii Award, The Girls Inc. Mentor Award, 
A Place Called Home Humanitarian Award, McDonald’s 365 Black Award, Los Angeles Magazine’s 
Most Inspirational Women Award, and many more. 
 
Born in Philadelphia and raised in Los Angeles from the age of nine, Robinson Peete was voted 
“most talented” in high school alongside fellow classmate and future actor Rob Lowe.  She did 
her undergraduate studies at the prestigious Sarah Lawrence College where she majored in 
Psychology and French.  She spent her junior year studying abroad at Sorbonne University in 
France and became fluent in the language.  Robinson Peete and husband of 20+ years, Rodney 
Peete, are the proud parents of four children ages 14-22.  They currently reside in Los Angeles. 
 

# # # 
 

DION JOHNSTONE (Alan) -- Dion Johnstone was born in Montreal, Quebec, and raised in 
Edmonton, Alberta, where he graduated from the University of Alberta with a BFA in Acting.  
Johnstone began his professional career in Vancouver, British Columbia, performing two seasons 
with Bard on Beach, along with productions at the Arts Club Theatre and the Vancouver 
Playhouse.  He also began working in film and TV, guest starring on the MGM/Showtime hit series 
“Stargate SG-1.” 
 

In 2003, Johnstone joined the acclaimed Stratford Festival acting company and over nine seasons, 
performed with the Festival playing such roles as Orlando in As You Like It, Caliban in The 
Tempest, Oberon in A Midsummer Night’s Dream and the title role in Othello.  New work 
opportunities across the border brought Johnstone to Chicago where he played leading roles for 
Chicago Shakespeare Theatre and the Shakespeare Theatre Company in Washington, DC. 
 

Johnstone landed his first leading role in UPtv’s series, “Ties That Bind” as Det. Devin Stewart.  
In 2016, he branched out to New York, making his Off-Broadway debut in an acclaimed 
production of in Coriolanus. Shortly after, he was offered his second leading role in a tv series, 
“Star Falls” for Nickelodeon. 



 

It wasn’t long before the Great White Way came calling and in 2019, Johnstone made his 
Broadway debut in a star-studded production of King Lear, which featured Tony and Academy 
Award®-winner Glenda Jackson in the title role. 
 

Recently, Johnstone finished shooting a project he is very excited about, “Sweet Magnolias” for 
Netflix. 

# # # 
 

PATTI LABELLE (Dora DuChamp) – Beautiful simply does not describe the incomparable force 
known to the world as Patti LaBelle.  As time continues to evolve, the soulful songbird’s name 
has become synonymous with grace, style, elegance and class.  Belting out classic rhythm and 
blues renditions, pop standards and spiritual sonnets have created the unique platform of 
versatility that she is known and revered for. 
 

It’s a small wonder that LaBelle has time for anything else in between recording and touring, but 
she makes time and the world is oh so happy that she does!  She has written six books, Don’t 
Block the Blessings, LaBelle Cuisine: Recipes to Sing About, Patti’s Pearls, Patti LaBelle’s Lite 
Cuisine, Recipes for the Good Life and her most recent, Desserts LaBelle.  Several years ago, she 
introduced Patti’s Good Life, a successful product line that includes a variety of sauces, sweet 
potato pie, cobblers and cakes, available at Walmart.   
 

Starring in her own highly rated cooking show, “Patti LaBelle’s Place,” which premiered its second 
season on the Cooking Channel in 2017, LaBelle also starred in Hallmark Channel’s “Christmas 
Everlasting” last year.  Additionally, she released her first jazz album, Bel Hommage, and a holiday 
album, Patti LaBelle and Friends - Home for the Holidays, produced on her own record label, GPE 
Records.  And most recently, she expanded the Patti’s Good Life line to include frozen comfort 
foods such as macaroni & cheese, greens, beef brisket and cornbread.   
 

World renowned for her dynamic career as an entertainer and entrepreneurial success, LaBelle’s 
work as a humanitarian is just as legendary.  She remains an advocate for adoption, diabetes, 
cancer, HIV/AIDS and many other causes and non-profit initiatives.  While she has reached the 
heights of success throughout her 50-plus year career, Patti has also endured and survived 
personal strife.  Within a 10-year period, she lost her mother, three sisters and best friend to 
diabetes and cancer.  In 1994, she was diagnosed with diabetes and shortly thereafter became 
a spokesperson for the American Diabetes Association.   
 

The same motivation that had Patricia Louise Holte blossom from a choir member to lead vocalist 
for Patti LaBelle & The Bluebelles and later Labelle, to a solo artist is the same energy that keeps 
her fire burning at seventy-five years young.  “Each year I grow, and that’s a blessing from God.  
I do what I can do.  I do what I feel God has given me the energy to do, so I just go out there 
and I do it…It’s not about making money because I don’t need money, but I need to sing.  With 
a voice or without, I’ve got to get on that stage.”  And the world is thankful that Patti’s voice 
sounds so good to our ears. 
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