
 
 

‘A FAMILY CHRISTMAS GIFT’ 
Synopsis 

 

When music magazine editor Amber (Holly Robinson Peete) is passed over for a promotion that’s 
rightfully hers, she decides to spend Christmas with her Aunt Dora (Patti LaBelle), the famous 
singer Dora DuChamp, who is now retired and owns the Mountain Pines Inn in Silver Springs, 
Colorado.  Picked up at the train station by a handsome driver, Amber doesn’t hide her Type A 
personality one bit and is embarrassed to learn he’s Alan (Dion Johnstone), her aunt’s friend who 
agreed to meet Amber when all the taxis were booked.  Off to a frosty start, Amber later sees 
Alan at the tree lighting with his daughter Katie (Melody Nosipho Niemann), who asks if Amber 
is the “pretty bossy lady” he was talking about.  Busted, Alan is the embarrassed one now, and 
just as upset as Amber is to learn Dora has volunteered them to organize the high school 
fundraiser together.  
 

In charge of the fundraiser for the past few years, Alan, the school music teacher, bristles when 
Amber pipes up with all kinds of suggestions to make the event more elaborate.  He also doesn’t 
like the idea of adding more Christmas decorations to auditorium where the students will be 
performing.  “The simplicity,” he says, “allows the audience to focus on the kids.”  Amber argues 
for more festive and back and forth they go, each wanting to call the shots.  Claiming the 
fundraiser is basically a showcase for the kids because the music program is backed by a grant, 
Alan is unconcerned when Amber finally walks off in a huff.   
 

But when the school board decides to cancel the grant, Alan becomes more open to Amber’s 
ideas.  And, when he learns that her magazine has agreed to sponsor the fundraiser, he’s 
delighted.  But there is one condition to the sponsorship: Amber must get her famous aunt, who’s 
not fond of the press, to consent to an interview.  Learning that Amber will be the one writing 
the article, and because it’s for the kids, Dora quickly gives the okay.  Aunt and niece actually 
enjoy the process, especially since it gives them a chance to catch up after Amber’s parents 
passed.  
 

As Alan and Amber warm up to one another while putting up Alan’s Christmas tree with Katie, 
shopping for decorations, and doing a food tasting for the fundraiser, everything seems to be on 
track for a successful event, until the pipes burst in the school auditorium.  Unable to come up 
with a solution, Dora quickly comes to the rescue.  She suggests they hold the event in the Silver 
Springs church, guaranteeing the fundraiser will be a success if there’s a concert with a big-name 
headliner who’s willing to come out of retirement for one night only. 
 

Going off without a hitch, the fundraiser and Dora’s concert are a big success, and the warmth 
that had begun developing between Alan and Amber has turned into a romantic flame.  Too bad 
the promotion Amber was recently passed over for has now been offered to her.  Unable to tell 
her he wants her to stay, Alan better find the words soon, or Amber might be off to the big city 
and an even bigger career soon. 
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