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Cast Bios 

 
ALEXA PENAVEGA (Allie Adams) – A Miami native, Alexa PenaVega is an actress and a singer.  
Her career began as a young girl in 1996, when she starred as Jo Harding in the hit film Twister.  
After that, she guest-starred in various television shows and films such as “The Bernie Mac Show,” 
“ER” and “Ghost Whisperer.”  The movie that catapulted her to worldwide fame was the 2001 
film Spy Kids, in which she starred as Carmen Cortez.  After the enormous success of that movie 
there were two sequels: Spy Kids 2: The Island of Lost Dreams and Spy Kids 3D: Game Over, as 
well as the 2011 reprisal, Spy Kids: All the Time in the World.  PenaVega went on to appear in 
many other films such as Sleepover, State’s Evidence, Odd Girl Out, Walkout, Remember the 
Daze, Repo! The Genetic Opera, and The Pregnancy Project. 
 
While PenaVega has an impressive movie filmography, she has also had massive success in other 
areas of the entertainment industry.  She played Penny in Hairspray on Broadway, had TV roles 
in shows such as “Ruby & the Rockits” and “Big Time Rush,” appeared in the video for Aerosmith’s 
“Legendary Child” and was a contestant on Season 21 of “Dancing with the Stars.”  PenaVega is 
also a singer – over the course of her Spy Kids career she contributed three songs to the various 
movie soundtracks (“Isle of Dreams,” “Game Over” and “Heart Drive”).  She also sang “Christmas 
is the Time to Say I Love You” for Walt Disney Records’ compilation album Songs to Celebrate 
the 25 Days of Christmas in 2009.  She is the voice of Carlota Casagrande in the animated series 
“The Loud House,” and its spinoff “The Casagrandes.” 
 
PenaVega starred in the first “Picture Perfect Mysteries” for Hallmark Movies & Mysteries and 
reprises her role in this, the second installment.  She has also starred in the Hallmark Channel 
Original movies “Destination Wedding,” “Enchanted Christmas” and “Christmas Made to Order.”  
Over the past few years, she has been seen in movies such as 23 Blast, Machete Kills, Bounty 
Killer, Wicked Blood, The Remaining and The Hunter. 
 
PenaVega has been happily married to Carlos PenaVega since 2014.  The PenaVegas have two 
sons, Ocean and Kingston.  In her spare time, she enjoys gymnastics and freshwater fishing. 
 

# # # 
 
CARLOS PENAVEGA (Sam Acosta) – Carlos PenaVega shot to fame and cult status after 
starring on the highly successful Nickelodeon musical comedy “Big Time Rush” as Carlos Garcia.  
The band of the same name hit the road, selling out arenas around the globe and releasing three 
albums, each of which received gold certification.  PenaVega portrayed Oscar Vasquez in 
Lionsgate Films/Pantelion Films feature Spare Parts, alongside George Lopez and Marisa Tomei. 
  



PenaVega starred in the first “Picture Perfect Mysteries” for Hallmark Movies & Mysteries and 
reprises his role in this, the second installment.  A singer and a dancer, PenaVega starred as 
Kenickie with Julianne Hough and Vanessa Hudgens in the live, two-hour television musical 
production of “Grease: Live!,” based on the classic American movie musical Grease.  He also 
starred alongside Kate Bosworth, Juno Temple, Kay Panabaker and Kyle Gallner in the 
independent feature film Little Birds.  He is the voice of Bobby in the animated series “The Loud 
House,” and its spinoff “The Casagrandes.” 
 
In 2019, PenaVega starred in the superhero mini-series “The Power Couple,” and in 2017, in the 
Hallmark Channel original movie “Enchanted Christmas” opposite his wife, Alexa PenaVega, and 
in last year’s “A Midnight Kiss.”  He also starred in the Hallmark Channel Original “Love at Sea” 
and in The CW series “Life Sentence.” 
 

# # # 
 
ERIK ESTRADA (Luis Acosta) – Erik Estrada’s career has spanned more than four decades, 
although it was for his dynamic portrayal of Officer Francis ‘Frank’ Poncherello – affectionately 
known as “Ponch” – in the hit series, “CHiPs” that he became a household name. 
 
Raised in New York City’s Spanish Harlem, he learned lessons of honor and integrity that he has 
carried with him throughout his life.  His incredible journey from the projects in Spanish Harlem 
to the Hollywood Hills is shared in his autobiography, Erik Estrada…My Road from Harlem to 
Hollywood.  
 
His first real acting break came when actor/director Don Murray selected him to star as a 
streetwise character opposite Pat Boone in The Cross and the Switchblade, a film that is still 
shown every week at about 500 youth centers across the country because of its powerful anti-
drug message.  Following that film, he was convinced that the role of Sergio, a rookie policeman 
in The New Centurions with George C. Scott was perfect for him, but the producers did not agree.  
Undaunted, Estrada finally landed the part. 
 
Estrada has been discovered by a whole new generation and culture who know him as Johnny 
from the #1 international series for Televisa entitled “Dos Mujeres, Un Camino.” 
 
Estrada has emerged as a pop culture icon. He received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, 
which he proudly dedicated to all the women and men in law enforcement.  The WB cast him as 
the father of the house for the second season of their hit series, “Surreal Life.  
 
He has starred in many films internationally and guest-starred in countless one-hour dramas.  
Recently he has enjoyed sitcom work on many series including Disney’s hits “Liv and Maddie,” 
“Big Time Rush” and “Drake & Josh.”  He has been a regular character on two animated series, 
“Sealab 2021” for the Cartoon Network and “The Misadventures of Maya and Miguel” for PBS.  He 
has numerous national advertising campaigns and endorsements in both traditional Anglo 
markets as well as the Latino media marketplace. 
 
Estrada continues to be a great supporter of police officer organizations throughout the world 
and because of this continual interest and commitment he is now also fulfilling one of his 
childhood dreams – he actually joined the ranks of law enforcement a decade ago by becoming 



a sworn reserve police officer for the Muncie P.D. in the state of Indiana, and moved over to 
Virginia with the Bedford County Sheriff Dept., where he became an I.C.A.C. investigator for eight 
years.  
 
While beginning his work in Virginia, Estrada was introduced to the Safe Surfin’ Foundation whose 
mission is to educate all school age children on the dangers of the internet and the predators 
sometimes affiliated with it.  His concern for the safety of these children as well as his own 
daughter, made him immediately commit to this crusade and he is working to have internet safety 
& education implemented in all schools for children K - 12. 
 
Through his continual dedication, Estrada has been instrumental in educating people across the 
country on the importance of car seats for all children, the dangers of drugs and most recently, 
the very real dilemma facing our children, internet predators. 
 
He lends his support to other such commendable charitable causes as CHiPs for Kids, Cops for 
Tots, the Thalians, March of Dimes, United Way, Susan G. Komen, Aids L.A., Walk to Erase MS 
and Standup for Skate Parks to name a few. 
 
Off-screen, Estrada prides himself as a home handyman who is constantly enhancing things 
around the Hollywood Hills house that he and his wife, Nanette, reside in with their daughter, 
Francesca.  He is also the father of two grown sons, Anthony and Brandon.  While he works hard 
at everything he does, Estrada is known by his friends and colleagues as a committed husband, 
father and family man and a true professional in his craft.  
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