
 

 
 
 
 

‘A FAMILY THANKSGIVING’ 
 

CAST BIOS 
 
DAPHNE ZUNIGA (Claudia) – From the first moment Daphne Zuniga stepped onto the stage 
in junior high as The Admiral in the musical, HMS Pinafore, at age twelve, she knew she’d found 
her calling.  Zuniga began her film career with Rob Reiner’s “The Sure Thing” opposite John 
Cusack and Tim Robbins.  Then, a childhood dream came true when she was cast opposite 
Lucille Ball in Ball’s final performance, “Stone Pillow.”  Zuniga went on to star in several feature 
films, including Mel Brooks’ “Spaceballs,” “Vision Quest,” “Gross Anatomy” with Christine Lahti 
and Matthew Modine and “Staying Together” with Stockard Channing, directed by Lee Grant.  
Other films include “Last Rights,” “Stand-ins” and the Hallmark Channel Original Movie, “Mail 
Order Bride.” 
 
Zuniga became familiar to millions of viewers when she appeared for four years as Jo Reynolds 
on the hit series “Melrose Place,” and then reprised her role in 2009 for the CW’s re-make 
series.  Other early television credits include two highly rated NBC miniseries, “Pandora’s Clock” 
and “Degree of Guilt,” both based on best-selling novels, and guest spots on “Spin City,” “Stark 
Raving Mad,” “Eve” and “Law and Order: Special Victims Unit.”  After playing the sexy 
centerfold Shelly Pierce on the acclaimed NBC series “American Dreams,” Zuniga went on to 
star on the ABC Family series “Beautiful People,” and then alongside Jay Mohr in the ABC Family 
film, “Christmas Do-Over.” 
 
After a notable guest starring role in the 7th season premiere of “Nip/Tuck” as Carly, Zuniga 
landed her recurring role as Victoria Davis on the CW’s “One Tree Hill,” for which she is now in 
her fourth season. 
 
Zuniga's long time efforts on behalf of the environment led to her recent appointment as 
founding board member of the LA River Revitalization Corporation.  She produced a short film 
showing the negative health impacts on the mostly Hispanic communities in Southern Los 
Angeles, and has written articles for O, The Oprah Magazine and The Huffington Post.  Zuniga 
is also a supporter of the Natural Resources Defense Council, Communities for a Better 
Environment, Waterkeeper Alliance, and was recently honored with the Golden Sun Award at 
the Barcelona Environmental Film Festival. 
 

### 
 
FAYE DUNAWAY (Gina) – Born in Bascom, FL, Faye Dunaway was the daughter of an army 
officer.  She studied theater arts at Boston University and later joined the Lincoln Center 
Repertory Company under the direction of Elia Kazan and Robert Whitehead.  Between 1962 
and 1967, she appeared in a number of prominent stage productions, including A Man for All 
Seasons and Arthur Miller's After the Fall, playing a character based on Marilyn Monroe.  
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Dunaway's breakthrough performance came in an off-Broadway production of Hogan's Goat, 
which resulted in a contract with director Otto Preminger. 
  
Dunaway made her film debut in his 1967 drama “Hurry Sundown,” but it was her role as 
Bonnie Parker opposite Warren Beatty in Arthur Penn's “Bonnie and Clyde” that would shoot her 
to the top of the international film scene.  The film, one of the most influential films of the era, 
earned Dunaway an Academy Award® nomination for Best Actress.  Dunaway's next major role 
cast her opposite Steve McQueen in “The Thomas Crown Affair,” another major hit, followed by 
“The Arrangement,” starring Kirk Douglas.  Other substantial roles for Dunaway include a turn 
opposite Dustin Hoffman in “Little Big Man,” “The Three Musketeers,” opposite Michael York, 
and “Chinatown,” starring Jack Nicholson, which earned her another Oscar nomination.  But it 
was her role as a ruthless TV executive in “Network” that earned Dunaway the Academy Award 
for Best Actress.  Additional films for Dunaway include “Three Days of the Condor,” “Eyes of 
Laura Mars,” “Mommie Dearest,” “The Champ,” “Barfly,” for which she garnered a Golden Globe 
nomination, “The Two Jakes,” “The Handmaid's Tale,” “Don Juan DeMarco,” “Drunks,” “The 
Yards” and “The Calling.” 
  
In television, Dunaway starred in numerous miniseries and movies including “A Will of Their 
Own,” “The Twilight of the Golds,” “Rebecca,” “The People Next Door,” “A Family Divided,” 
“Cold Sassy Tree,” “Evita Peron” and “After the Fall.”  She won a Golden Globe® for Best 
Supporting Actress for her role in the miniseries “Ellis Island” and an Emmy® for her work as 
Outstanding Guest Actress in the drama series “Columbo.”  Most recently, Dunaway starred in 
the Lifetime Network movie “Midnight Bayou” and appeared in ABC’s “Grey’s Anatomy.” 
  
Dunaway also wrote, directed and produced “Yellow Bird” and is presently developing a film 
version of the Broadway hit, “Master Class.” 
 

### 
 
DAN PAYNE (Bill) – Born in Victoria, British Columbia, Dan Payne grew up as an athlete and 
honor student.  He attended the University of Calgary where he excelled on the volleyball team, 
eventually enjoying a stint as a professional volleyball player in Holland before discovering his 
passion for acting. 
 
Payne’s extensive acting career started in London.  While in London, Payne studied acting and 
performed on stage and in film.  At 6’4’’, Payne realized that his unique size and accent were 
assets, and after five years abroad, found the success that gave him the confidence and desire 
to return home to Canada.    
 
Payne’s career has blossomed since moving back to Canada.  He has become a familiar face on 
television when he starred in the 2006 CTV sitcom “Alice I Think.”  He has also guest starred on 
“Dead Like Me” and “Just Cause” and has had guest-starring appearances on “Stargate SG1,”  
 

(more) 



 

HALLMARK CHANNEL / ‘A FAMILY THANKSGIVING’ – Cast Bios – Page 3 
 
 
 
“Stargate: Atlantis,” “Smallville,” “The L Word,” “Battlestar Galactica,” “The Chris Isaac Show” 
and two Muppet movies: “A Very Muppet Christmas” and “The Muppets Wizard of Oz.”   
 
Payne is also not a stranger to feature films; He had a role in the feature film “John Tucker 
Must Die,” starring Jesse Metcalfe and directed by Betty Thomas.  His other film credits include 
“Watchmen,” “Cabin in the Woods” and “Icarus,” among others.   
 

### 
 
GINA HOLDEN (Jen) – Gina Holden is busier than ever shooting challenging and exciting 
roles all over the world.  She was recently cast in the hit ABC fantasy “Legend Of The Seeker,” 
based on the popular book series by Terry Goodkind.  In another impressive television credit, 
Holden was enlisted to play high-powered radio executive Trina Campbell on the CW family 
drama “Life Unexpected.”  
 
Her other recent television appearances include a lead role as controlling mother Shea Allen on 
“Harper’s Island,” the popular CBS horror-drama set off the coast of Seattle.  She also guest 
starred in the CBS police drama “Flashpoint” alongside a talented cast led by Hugh Dillon.  As 
Rachel Simpson, she played a devoted mom and recovered drug addict who lives at the rehab 
facility in the country where her parents left her fifteen years ago. 
 
Holden’s impressive film portfolio continues to expand as well.  She recently filmed a supporting 
lead part in “Saw VII,” the latest installment in the hugely successful horror series.  Previously, 
she starred in “Message Deleted,” a suspenseful thriller that found her opposite Matthew Lillard 
playing aspiring screenwriter Millie Councel.  Holden also starred in “Screamers 2,” a sci-fi 
thriller based on an acclaimed Philip Dick story.  
 
Holden’s acting versatility was previously displayed in the hit CW series, “Smallville.”  As Patricia 
Swann, Holden played the daughter of Virgil Swann, played by Christopher Reeves.  In addition 
to memorable roles in big features and television series such as “Final Destination 3,” “Alien vs. 
Predator 2” and “Supernatural,” Holden played Coreen Fennel in twenty-one episodes of “Blood 
Ties,” the popular vampire series that aired for two seasons on the Lifetime Network.  
 
Off-screen, Holden is pursuing multiple projects on the production side of her craft.  Early in 
2009, she executive produced “Bangmaster General,” a surreal skateboarding web series 
created by award-winning director Corey Adams. 
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