
 

 
 
 
 
 

‘THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR’ 
 

CAST BIOS 
 

HENRY WINKLER (Uncle Ralph) – Henry Winkler knows a thing or two about Hollywood, 
having spent nearly three decades enjoying success in the business.  “Happy Days” is history 
and the leather jacket worn by The Fonz has hung in the Smithsonian since February 13th, 
1980.  For his portrayal of The Fonz for 10 seasons (1974-84), Winkler won two consecutive 
Golden Globe Awards for Best Actor in a Comedy Series, and three Emmy® nominations in the 
same category.  He was also honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  The Fonz 
continues to live in the past on Nick At Nite and T.V. Land while Winkler lives very much in the 
present as an actor, director, producer and, now, an award-winning author, having received 
acclaim for his Hank Zipzer: The World's Best Underachiever series of books aimed at children 
in grades three through six. 
 
Winkler was born in New York City and made his acting debut as Billy Budd in the eighth grade 
and played Wintergreen in Of Thee I Sing in the eleventh grade at McBurney School for Boys in 
New York City.  During his high school and college years, he studied in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
and worked in a lumber mill in a small German town. 
 
He received his B.A. from Emerson College in Boston (which, in 1978, presented him with a 
Doctorate of Humane Letters), where he majored in drama and studied child psychology.  He 
continued his education in advanced drama and was awarded his M.F.A. from Yale School of 
Drama.  With the Yale Repertory Company, he appeared in East Hampton, Long Island, in a 
summer of story theater and received critical acclaim as the original Grosbard in Philip Roth’s 
Defender of the Faith. 
 
Winkler made his motion picture debut in “The Lords of Flatbush.”  After signing to do his 
second feature film “Crazy Joe,” he moved to California.  His network television credits include 
“The Mary Tyler Moore Show,” “The Bob Newhart Show,” “The Paul Sand Show” and “Rhoda.”  
Then, on his birthday, October 30, 1973, he was cast as The Fonz on ABC’s “Happy Days.” 
 
In 1979, Winkler formed his first production company, Fair Dinkum Productions. Its first venture 
was “Who Are the DeBolts and Where Did They Get 19 Kids?,” a television documentary about 
Dorothy and Robert DeBolt’s remarkable children—13 of them adopted—and most of them 
physically and/or emotionally challenged.  Winkler served as on-camera host and executive 
producer of the ABC presentation, which went on to win the prestigious Humanitas Prize.  Fair 
Dinkum’s first made-for-television movie, “Scandal Sheet,” aired in January 1985 on ABC. 
 
In 1986, Winkler directed his first made-for-TV movie, “A Smokey Mountain Christmas,” starring 
Dolly Parton, and two years later, he directed his first feature film, “Memories of Me,” starring 
Billy Crystal.  
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Consistent with his long-standing concern for quality children’s programming, Winkler formed 
JZM Productions to create worthwhile projects geared for a young audience.  JZM’s initial 
project was the animated special “Happily Ever After” (1985) for PBS’ “Wonderworks” series.  
JZM also produced the 1983 ABC After School special “Run, Don’t Walk" and the 1984 CBS 
Schoolbreak special “All the Kids Do It,” the latter of which was directed by Winkler and won 
the daytime Emmy for Best Children’s Program. 
 
In 1987, Winkler teamed with Ann Daniel, former Vice President of Series Development/Prime 
Time Entertainment at ABC, to form Winkler/Daniel Productions.  In 1991, they produced “The 
UFO Report: Sightings,” a documentary for Fox that became the highest-rated Friday night 
show since Fox’s inception and ran for seven seasons. 
 
Winkler, in association with partner and Emmy® Award-winning producer/director John Rich, 
sold two series to ABC for the 1985-86 season: “Mr. Sunshine” and “MacGyver.”  Both shows 
were produced under their Henry Winkler/John Rich Productions banner and “MacGyver” ran for 
seven successful seasons. 
 
In 1996 Winkler co-starred opposite Adam Sandler in Disney’s “The Water Boy,” which grossed 
more than $70 million in its first two weeks.  Before that, he had graced the big screen in Wes 
Craven’s “Scream,” followed by three independent films: “Punks,” “Dill Scallion” and “Ground 
Control.”  He recently co-starred once again with Adam Sandler in the 2006 film “Click.” 
 
By 2004, Winkler was still busy producing and acting, along with continuing work on the “Hank 
Zipzer” series.  He executive produced “Hollywood Squares” for two years with partner Michael 
Levitt.  The pair also produced the “Happy Days” 30-year reunion special for ABC and “The 
Dallas Celebration Reunion” for CBS.  As an actor, Winkler appeared on FOX’s “Arrested 
Development,” and NBC’s “Third Watch.”  Winkler has done voiceover work for such animated 
series as “King of the Hill” and the award-winning animated children’s series “Clifford: The 
Puppy Years,” for which he received an Emmy® nomination.  He appeared in Disney’s film 
adaptation of the Newbery Award-winning book “Holes” and CBS’s “Out of Practice.” 
  
As Winkler became increasingly visible, he found he could use his position to help others.  His 
volunteer work is a list as long as his acting résumé and includes founding member of the 
Children’s Action Network, co-host of the annual Cerebral Palsy Telethon and national chairman 
of the annual Toys for Tots campaign, to name just a few.  Along with his wife Stacey, Winkler 
has been recognized with a number of awards, including the Chevallier de l’Ordre des Artes et 
Lettres, the French government’s highest honor. 
 
He currently lives in Los Angeles with his wife Stacey and their children, Jed, Zoë and Max. 
 

### 
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BROOKE BURNS (Jennifer Cullen) – Brooke Burns, host of FOX’s hilarious new game show 
“Hole in the Wall,” was born in Dallas, TX.  The middle child of three siblings, her mother 
encouraged her from a young age to pursue her dream, which, since kindergarten, was to 
become a ballerina.  As a teenager, she showed great promise as a professional ballet dancer, 
but her career was abruptly ended at age 14 after a ski accident.  She is a natural athlete and a 
talented swimmer, having been trained by her father, a former national champion swimmer at 
Southern Methodist University. 
 
Burns got into acting in 1996, when she played Peg in the TV series “Out of the Blue.”  She 
went on to guest star in three episodes of “Ally McBeal” and then moved on to play Jessie 
Owens in “Baywatch.”  Burns broke onto the silver screen when she acted opposite Jack Black 
and Gwyneth Paltrow in “Shallow Hal.”  She also played Jan Lambert in “Single White Female 2: 
The Psycho” alongside Allison Lange and Todd Babcock.  Burns also played Kathy Dinkle in 
“Pepper Dennis” and stars in the upcoming movie “Urban Decay.”   For two summer seasons in 
2002 and 2003, Burns hosted the American version of the “Dog Eat Dog” game show, for which 
she was nominated for a Teen Choice Award. 
 
Burns recently starred in the ABC’s comedy “Miss/Guided,” opposite Chris Parnell (“Saturday 
Night Live”) and Judy Greer.  The series was created by Caroline Williams (“The Office”), 
produced by Ashton Kutcher and helmed by Emmy® Award-winning director Todd Holland 
(“Malcolm in the Middle”).  Burns also recently shot “Mistresses,” a pilot for Lifetime. 
 
In 2005, Burns suffered a life-threatening accident while diving into a swimming pool in Los 
Angeles, breaking her neck and injuring her body from her chin to her chest. The incident 
almost left her paralyzed, but through the help and support of her friends and family she 
returned to acting.  In her spare time, she is a mentor for Penny Lane, a residential home for 
abused children. 
 
Burns was once married to Julian McMahon, with whom she has a daughter, Madison, in 2000, 
and was engaged to Bruce Willis, who remains her close friend. 
 

### 
 
WARREN CHRISTIE (Morgan Derby) – Warren Christie was born in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, but spent most of his childhood in London, Ontario.  He left London for Windsor after 
being recruited to play college football.  It was during these years that Christie developed his 
love for performing and decided to pursue it as a career.  This decision led him to Vancouver, 
where his rugged good looks and keen acting ability quickly landed him desirable leading roles. 
 
In 2005, Christie landed a lead role on the series “October Road,” playing a cocky construction 
company owner.  Last year, Christie had the chance to stretch his performing abilities when he  
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was cast as the star of the musical feature film “The Magical Flute Diaries,” based on one of 
Mozart’s operas.  Christie recently wrapped filming on ABC’s pilot “Prince of Motor City,” a 
gothic family drama in which he stars along side Aiden Quinn and Piper Perabo. 
 
Christie’s ability to embody diverse characters is evident in the variety of roles he takes on and 
masters.  He played opposite Heather Graham in the romantic comedy “Gray Matters,” and then 
switched gears with his next project, the psychological thriller “Beneath,” produced by the 
group that did “Napoleon Dynamite” in conjunction with MTV Films/Paramount Classics. 
 
Christie has also lent his talents to numerous television shows, including “Supernatural,” “The L 
Word,” “Battlestar Galactica” and the ABC series “The Days.”  Christie’s future plan is to pursue 
character-driven roles in Canadian and American film. 
 

### 
 
CONNOR LEVINS (Brian Cullen) – Born June 21, 1999, Connor Levins was involved in the 
entertainment industry before his second birthday, having been cast in the short film “My 
Videographer.”  The following year, he joined his sister Kayla on the set of “SuperBabies: Baby 
Geniuses 2,” and the rest, as they say, is history. 
 
Now nine years old, he has more than 45 professional film, TV, commercial and print credits to 
his name, including “Smallville,” “Supernatural,” “Vipers,” “The Betrayed,” “Trick or Treat” and 
“Masters of Horror.”  But stardom hasn’t gone to his head.  Connor still attends a regular school 
and finds time for team sports such as hockey and soccer. 
 
He loves dogs, snails, riding his bike and playing with friends.  He also loves doing things with 
his family: his mom, dad and two sisters, with whom he lives in the suburbs of Vancouver. 

 
### 

 
WOODY JEFFREYS (Richard Windom) –Born and raised in a small farm town, Woody 
Jefferys first graced the stage at age eight.  Continuing on stage through high school along 
while being an all around jock, Jeffreys made his way to University where he graduated with a 
BA in theatre. The love for his art then took him to London, where he studied theatre and 
learned from such notables as John Malkovich and Anthony Shere, and experienced such 
significant venues as the National Theatre Centre and the Barbarcan Centre.   
 
After traveling through Europe, Jeffreys eventually found his way home, and began a film and 
television career.  Since then he has had the pleasure of working with such prestigious actors as 
William H. Macy, Sam Neill and Tommy Lee Jones.  His television credits include guest stars on 
series such as “Smallville,” “Stargate,” “The Chris Issak Show,”  “Flash Gordon” and “Blade,” to 
name a few.   Film credits include “Pathfinder,” “John Tucker Must Die” and “Double Jeopardy.” 
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Jeffreys is currently based out of Los Angeles, where he enjoys wind surfing, flying kites, nature 
photography and playing his bongo.  He has also adopted a seagull named Fred who visits him 
every morning at his beachside home for a slice of bread.   
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