
 

 

 
 
 
 

‘LIVING OUT LOUD’ 
 

CAST BIOS 
 
GAIL O’GRADY (Emily Marshall) – Multiple Emmy® nominee Gail O’Grady has starred in 
every genre of entertainment, including feature films, television movies, miniseries and series 
television.  Most recently, O’Grady starred in a recurring role on “Desperate Housewives” as a 
married woman having an affair with the teenaged son of Felicity Huffman's character.  On 
“Boston Legal,” her multi-episode arc as the sexy and beautiful Judge Gloria Weldon, James 
Spader's love interest and sometime nemesis, garnered much praise. 
 
Starring series roles include the Kevin Williamson/CW drama series “Hidden Palms,” which 
starred O’Grady as Karen Miller, a woman tormented by guilt over her first husband's suicide 
and her son's subsequent turn to alcohol.  O’Grady also starred as Ava in the ABC comedy “Hot 
Properties.”  Prior to that, she starred as Helen Pryor in the critically acclaimed NBC series 
“American Dreams.”  But O’Grady will always be remembered as the warm-hearted secretary 
Donna Abandando on the series “NYPD Blue,” for which she received three Emmy® Award 
nominations for Best Supporting Actress in a Dramatic Series. 
 
O’Grady has made guest appearances on some of television’s most acclaimed series, including 
“Cheers,” “Designing Women,” “Ally McBeal” and “China Beach.”  She has also appeared in 
numerous television movies and miniseries.  Most recently, she starred in Hallmark Channel’s 
“All I Want for Christmas” and Lifetime’s “While Children Sleep” and “Sex and the Single Mom,” 
which was so highly rated that it spawned a sequel in which she also starred.  Other television 
credits include “The Mentalist,” “Vegas,” “CSI,” “Two and a Half Men,” "Monk," "Two of Hearts," 
“Nothing Lasts Forever” and “Billionaire Boys Club.” 
 
In the feature film arena, O'Grady has worked with some of the industry’s most respected 
directors, including John Landis, John Hughes and Carl Reiner, and has starred with several 
acting legends.  She appeared in “Walking Across Egypt” with Ellen Burstyn, “That Old Feeling” 
with Bette Midler, “She's Having a Baby” with Kevin Bacon and Elizabeth McGovern and “Deuce 
Bigalow: Male Gigolo” opposite Rob Schneider. 
 
Born in Detroit, O'Grady now resides in Los Angeles. 
 

### 
 
MICHAEL SHANKS (Brad Marshall) – After a decade-long stint as fan favorite Dr. Daniel 
Jackson in the Sci-Fi Channel’s hit show “Stargate SG-1,” Michael Shanks wasted no time testing 
the waters on the other side of the acting portal when the series wrapped in 2007.  Since then, 
Shanks has been in high demand, starring on several hit shows, TV movies and films. 
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Shanks recently had a four-episode arc in the USA hit “Burn Notice.”  His critically-acclaimed 
performance in the first half of season two set the stage for more fireworks as the remaining 
episodes of “Burn Notice” began airing in early 2009. 
 
Shanks set a furious pace in 2007, completing a steady schedule of various projects.  On the 
small screen, he appeared in a three-episode arc on the Emmy® Award-winning drama “24,” 
played a nasty bad guy opposite Anne Archer in Lifetime’s “Judicial Indiscretion,” and guest-
starred on the hit Sci-Fi Channel show “Eureka.”  Shanks also donned his standard-issue 
fatigues and trademark spectacles to shoot two “Stargate SG-1” DVD feature films that were 
released last year: “The Ark of Truth” and “Continuum.” 
 
“Stargate SG-1,” was based on the 1994 box office hit “Stargate,” which starred Kurt Russell 
and James Spader, who originated the Daniel Jackson role and to whom Shanks bears an 
uncanny resemblance.  For his portrayal, Shanks has been nominated several times for both 
Leo and Saturn Awards for Best Actor.  Shanks won the Leo Award for Best Lead Performance 
by a Male in 2004 and made his directorial debut with the episode entitled “Double Jeopardy.” 
 
Shanks starred in “SG-1” for the first five seasons.  After leaving at the end of season five, he 
was brought back to guest star in a few episodes in season six, due in large part to the 
immense popularity of his character.  Those appearances, however, were not enough to satiate 
“SG-1” fans, who successfully lobbied to have Shanks return as a full-fledged member of the 
team, who bore witness to his return at the end of the sixth season.  The tenth season of “SG-
1” featured a milestone 200th episode and became one of the longest-running shows in 
television history. 
 
Born in Vancouver, Shanks grew up in a variety of small towns throughout Canada.  He made 
his starring debut playing Charlie Brown in his fourth grade play, and by the time he went to 
college at the University of British Columbia, his fate was sealed. 
  
While at the school, Shanks traded in his business courses for the theater, and ultimately 
earned his Bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts.  He starred in more than a dozen plays within three 
years, including You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown and Wait Until Dark.  Discovered by an agent 
while performing the lead Translations, Shanks signed on and immediately landed his first work 
in ABC’s popular crime series “The Commish.” 
 
After graduation, Shanks became one of only twelve actors across Canada to be chosen for an 
apprenticeship program with the esteemed Stratford Festival.  His credits there included The 
Merchant of Venice, King Lear, Amadeus, Macbeth and The Merry Wives of Windsor. 
 
Shanks’ other television credits include guest-starring roles on “CSI: Miami,” “Stargate: 
Atlantis,” Showtime’s sci-fi series “The Outer Limits,” NBC’s telefilm “A Family Divided” and a 
lead role in UPN’s telefilm “Escape to Mars,” among others.  He also co-starred in the Emmy® 
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Award-winning William H. Macy telefilm “Door to Door” and the film adaptation of Jack London’s 
“Call of the Wild.” 
 
In his free time Shanks, who lives with his family in Vancouver, enjoys rollerblading, golfing, 
and spending time with his children.  “There is no denying that I’m a true Canadian!” says 
Shanks, who has played hockey for more than 23 years and still cheers for his hometown 
Vancouver Canucks. 
 

### 
 
JESSICA AMLEE (Melissa Marshall) – Jessica Amlee began acting at age four.  After she 
pestered her parents to “be on TV like the Olsen twins,” they listened, and she signed with Reel 
Kids Talent Agency.  Amlee soon had her first booking, a TV commercial for French’s Fried 
Onions, followed by a Christmas “Grinch” spot for Visa. 
 
Shortly after her sixth birthday, she landed her first TV role on “Mysterious Ways,” which 
preceded appearances on TV series such as “Dark Angel,” “Smallville,” “Jeremiah,” “Outer 
Limits,” “Stargate: Atlantis” and “The Collector.”  By age nine, Amlee earned her first 
performance award for a Canadian Hockey Association PSA called “Groceries.”  The campaign 
was hugely successful and her spot was featured in a segment on “Oprah.”  Amlee then landed 
series regular roles in CBC series “Left Coast” and “Heartland.”  
 
Amlee’s other movie credits include the award-winning “My Life Without Me” and a supporting 
role in the Canadian feature “The Love Crimes of Gillian Guess,” a role that earned her both a 
nomination for a Vancouver Film Festival Award and a Leo Award win.  Her Leo Award win 
made her, to date, the youngest nominee and recipient in that category.  Amlee has since 
filmed leads in Paramount Feature “Beneath,” produced by Sean Covel & Chris Wyatt of 
“Napoleon Dynamite,” and the TV features “Absolute Zero” and “The Last Chance Café.”  As the 
title character in the recent feature film “Juliana and the Medicine Fish,” Amlee’s chemistry with 
co-star Rob Schneider helps deliver one of her most impressive lead performance yet.  Her 
acting has taken her across Canada to Toronto and even across the world.  
 
When not working on a film/TV project (or on a commercial, which Amlee has done over three 
dozen times; Coca Cola®, Disney® and Mattel®, to name a few) or commuting to an audition or 
location, the down-to-earth 14-year-old still finds time to play guitar, attend dance class, 
achieve top marks at school and hang out with her friends.  A regular volunteer with her local 
SPCA, Amlee’s long-term dreams are to study at UCLA, work with two of her favorite actors, 
Charlize Theron and Ryan Gosling and direct feature films someday. 
 
Amlee resides in Vancouver, British Columbia with her parents, older brother Mason, and pets 
Sampson, Delilah and Kit Kat. 

 
### 
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ALEX FERRIS (Ben Marshall) – Alex Ferris has had, by age nine, a full and diverse career.  
With supporting roles in blockbuster features such as “RV” with Robin Williams, “The Invisible” 
for Disney and Brett Ratner's “X3,” this is only the start of a long and prosperous career. 
 
On television, Ferris has had recurring roles in the series “Terminal City” and “The L Word.”  He 
has co-starred in the series “Stargate SG-1” and was featured in the ABC/Hallmark presentation 
“The Five People You Meet in Heaven.”  Last fall, he completed shooting the lead for the ABC 
Family pilot “Fallen,” and he recently guest starred on “Masters of Horror.” 
 
When not working, he occupies his time with soccer, baseball, tennis, piano, golf, track and 
field, fly-fishing, bike riding, animals and studying all things ancient and medieval. 
 

### 
 
BABZ CHULA (Connie Corrales) – Babz Chula is an enigmatic, charismatic woman, a 
celebrated actor, a sexy grandmother and a mother of five.  Known as the West coast’s ‘Indie 
Film Queen,’ her collaborations with director Bruce Sweeney in “Dirty” and “Last Wedding” 
earned accolades from international film festivals.  Among some of her awards and accolades, 
Chula has won the Best Supporting Actress Award at the New York Independent Film Festival, a 
Leo Award for her performance in “Love Charm” and the Best Actress Gemini Award for her 
portrayal of Esme in CBC’s “These Arms of Mine.” 
 
Some of her feature films include “The Date,” “North of Pittsburgh,” “Run,” “In Search of the 
Last Good Man,” “American Boyfriends,” “Immediate Family,” “Cousins,” “The Accused,” 
“Runaway” and “My American Cousin.”  She had recurring roles on “Madison” and “The 
Commish.”  She also has an extensive background in theater, her most recent credit being The 
Vancouver Opera’s rendition of The Three Penny Opera. 
 
Chula was voted Woman of the Year by Women in Film & Video in 1996.  Recent feature film 
appearances include “Lucky 7,” for which she received a 2006 Genie nomination for Best 
Supporting Actress, Ben Ratner’s “Moving Malcolm” and “Connie & Carla Do L.A.,” alongside Nia 
Vardalos and Toni Collette.  This past year she was awarded the Vancouver Film Critics Award, 
and a Leo Lifetime Achievement Award. 
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