
 
 
 

CAST BIOS 
 
 

ANN-MARGRET (Tula Bouvier Jeeters) – Ann-Margret has been nominated twice for 
an Academy Award

®
, won five Golden Globe Awards and received one Screen Actors 

Guild and five Emmy
®
 nominations.  She is a three-time winner of the “Female Star of 

the Year” award given by the United Motion Pictures Association; has been twice 
honored as “Outstanding Box Office Star of the Year” by the American Guild of Variety 
Artists and, in 2002, was nominated for a Grammy Award for her CD “God is Love: The 
Gospel Sessions.” 
 
As a young girl, Ann-Margret was discovered by the legendary George Burns and, since 
making her film debut playing Bette Davis’ daughter in “A Pocketful of Miracles,” has 
made more than 47 films including such hits as “State Fair,” “Bye Bye Birdie,” “Viva Las 
Vegas,” “The Cincinnati Kid,” “Stagecoach,” “Carnal Knowledge,” “Tommy,” “Grumpy Old 
Men” and its sequel, “Grumpier Old Men” and “Any Given Sunday.” 
 
On television, she has given acclaimed performances in the movies “Who Will Love My 
Children?,” “A Streetcar Named Desire,” “The Two Mrs. Grenvilles,” “Our Sons,” 
“Queen,” “Nobody’s Children,” “Scarlett,” “Following Her Heart,” “Seduced by Madness,” 
“Life of the Party,” “Happy Face Murders,” “Blonde” and the miniseries “Perfect Murder, 
Perfect Town” and “The 10th Kingdom.” 
 
In addition to starring in television specials such as “The Ann-Margret Show,” “From 
Hollywood With Love,” “Dames At Sea,” “When You’re Smiling,” “Ann-Margret Olsson,” 
“Rhinestone Cowgirl,” “Rockette: A Tribute to Radio City Music Hall” and “Cinderella at 
the Palace” Ann-Margret guest-starred as God in the hit series “Popular” and, most 
recently, appeared in a three-episode arc on the drama “Third Watch.” 
 
Ann-Margret has performed at the White House, received presidential citations for 
entertaining the U.S. armed forces overseas and given a royal command performance 
for the King and Queen of Sweden.  She was also named the Swedish American of the 
Year.  Her autobiography, “My Story,” reached the New York Times Best Seller List a 
week after publication. 
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Ann-Margret finished an 18-month tour of the multi-million dollar production of “The 
Best Little Whorehouse in Texas” and recorded the new cast album.  She currently tours 
with her new 2003 production show, “Here!  Now!”  She is the national chairperson for 
the Myasthenia Gravis Division of the Muscular Dystrophy Association and a national 
spokesperson for “What 60 Looks Like Now,” a campaign to educate women about 
osteoporosis.  She lives with her husband, Roger Smith, in Beverly Hills, California. 
 

# # # 
 
MATTHEW SETTLE (Henry “Hank” Alouisious Ford) – Matthew Settle was born the 
youngest of six to a Baptist preacher in North Carolina and raised in Tennessee.  At the 
age of 18, he left his family for New York City to become an actor. 
 
Matthew recently starred in “The Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood” as Ashley 
Judd’s true love, who never returns home after going to war.  He joined the cast of the 
award-winning series “Band of Brothers” and appeared for a season in “ER,” playing the 
character Brian Westlake. 
 
When Settle was a fledgling young actor, lawyer-producer Jay Julien, who represented 
the likes of Martin Scorsese, Robert DeNiro, Harvey Keitel, and Christopher Walken, 
believed in his potential and awarded him a three-year scholarship with renowned acting 
teacher William Esper. 
 
Settle, not yet a SAG member, landed the title role in the pilot of “Shaughnessy,” based 
on Western writer Louis Lamour’s “The Iron Marshall.”  Producer Leonard Hill then cast 
Settle alongside Ellen Burstyn, Kristin Davis and Peter Boyle in “A Deadly Vision.” 
 
The following year, Settle starred with Margot Kidder in “Crime in Connecticut: The Story 
of Alex Kelly.”  Soon after, he co-starred as the surprise antagonist in his first feature, “I 
Still Know What You Did Last Summer,” with Jennifer Love Hewitt.  He then co-starred 
with Richard Dreyfuss in “Lansky,” playing a young Bugsy Siegel.  Some of his other 
credits include the blockbuster “U-571” and the critically acclaimed “Attraction.” 
 
Settle is single and currently resides in Los Angeles. 
 

# # # 
 
SHAILENE WOODLEY (California “Cali” Ford) – Shailene Woodley was born in 
Upland, California.  Eleven years old, she has been acting since the age of five.  
Woodley landed an opportunity to work for Barbara Cameron, which opened the door to 
the young actress’ career.  Since then, Woodley has accrued film and television credits 
including recurring roles on the television series “The O.C.,” “Crossing Jordon,” and “The  
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District.”  She co-starred on CBS’ “Without a Trace,” and acted in supporting roles for 
the films “Not Another Teen Movie” and “The Fallen Bride.”  In addition, Woodley has 
had extensive training in scene study and improvisation, dance, and gymnastics.  When 
she is not acting, Woodley enjoys life as a normal 11-year-old.  She loves school, being 
with her friends, and embarking on adventurous activities such as parasailing and free 
fall jumps. 
  

# # # 
 

HUNTER TYLO (Billie Jeeters) – Twice named one of “People” magazine’s “50 Most 
Beautiful People in the World,” Hunter Tylo was a single mother working in local 
commercials and print ads to make ends meet when a casting director from “All My 
Children” spotted her and suggested she go to New York to audition for a role.  The hit 
daytime drama was where Tylo met her future husband, actor Michael Tylo.  Today they 
have four children – Chris, Michael II, Izabella and Katya. 
 
In 1990, Tylo joined the cast of “The Bold and the Beautiful,” beginning a lengthy run as 
Dr. Taylor Hamilton Hayes Forrester.  Her other television credits include “Zorro,” 
“Burke's Law” (two different roles in the same season), “Diagnosis Murder,” “The 
Nanny,” “Baywatch” and, most recently, “She Spies.”  She was also cast as the lead in 
the hit international miniseries, “The Maharaja's Daughter” and in the TV movie 
“Longshot” with Paul Sorvino. 
 
In 1996, Tylo joined the cast of “Melrose Place” but, prior to shooting, was fired for 
being pregnant.  Taking the show's producers to court, she won a judgment of nearly $5 
million for wrongful termination in a case that has been cited as a landmark for all 
working mothers.  Tylo subsequently created and funded her charity foundation, 
Hunter's Chosen Child, an organization that aids mothers and/or fathers with financial 
difficulties that can arise with a newborn. 
 
Just weeks after she was born in January 1998, Tylo’s daughter was diagnosed with a 
deadly form of eye cancer called retinoblastoma.  Although Katya Ariel is now cancer-
free after successfully undergoing chemotherapy, the tragic experience motivated the 
Tylos to establish Retinoblastoma International and help enact a bill in California 
ensuring that babies get their eyes checked as part of the routine six-week health exam. 
 
Creator of her own cosmetics line, Chosen By Hunter Tylo, the actress officially departed 
“The Bold and the Beautiful” in October 2002 and just completed shooting the sci-fi 
feature film “They Are Among Us.”  Once a pre-med student at Fordham University, she 
is currently continuing her education in Los Angeles to earn an MBA. 

 

# # # 

 

(more) 



 

HALLMARK CHANNEL / “A Place Called Home” Cast Bios – Page 4 
 
 
REBECCA MCFARLAND (Jan Kyles) – Born in Lafayette, Louisiana, Rebecca 
McFarland first discovered her passion for acting as the Snow Queen in her seventh-
grade production of “The Nutcracker.”  She attended the New Orleans Center for 
Creative Arts, where she decided to make acting her future career, and performed the 
lead in numerous productions as a student at Tulane University.  In 1995, McFarland 
headed to Los Angeles and, soon after, earned her first role as a guest star in the series 
“The Big Easy.”  Next, she appeared in an episode of “Seinfeld” as George Costanza’s 
girlfriend.  Since these two parts, McFarland has landed guest appearances on “Party of 
Five,” “Star Trek: Voyager,” “Union Square,” and “Jenny.”  In 1997, she appeared in the 
feature film “Scream 2.”  Two years later, she won the regular part of secretary Val 
Gibson in the TV series “Working.”  
 

# # # 
 
GARY SANDY (Dr. Douglas “Doc” Hamilton) – Gary Sandy was born in Dayton, 
Ohio.  As a senior in high school, when a technicality caused him to lose a college 
scholarship for debate, Sandy’s high school teacher entered him in a one-act play 
competition.  Sandy, who had never seriously acted prior to this, won the championship 
in drama and was named “All State Actor.”   
 
Consequently, Sandy enrolled at Wilmington College to study theater.  There, he 
participated in 30 student productions and was urged by his instructor to further his 
acting potential in New York.  Sandy, however, chose to enroll in an Atlanta 
broadcasting school to appease his father, who dreamed that his son would be a 
sportscaster.  But Sandy soon discovered that broadcasting was not his true calling and 
left the program to enroll at the Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York.  He paid his 
tuition and expenses by working as a Broadway ticket agent. 
 
A year after graduation, Sandy began playing soap opera villains, starting on the 
daytime drama “As the World Turns.”  Then he landed the role for which he became 
famous – program director Andy Travis on the popular sitcom “WKRP in Cincinnati.”  
Sandy’s feature film credits include “Hail to the Chief,” “Some of My Best Friends Are,” 
“Troll,” “The Last of the Cowboys,” “All that Glitters,” and, most recently, “The Insider.”   
  
Sandy has performed in 70 theatrical productions.  Most notable is his part of the Pirate 
King in the Broadway production of “The Pirates of Penzance.”  On February 13, 2001, 
“The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas” launched a multi-million dollar coast-to-coast tour 
featuring Sandy in the role of Sheriff Earl Dod opposite his “A Place Called Home” co-
star Ann-Margret.  
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