
 

 

 
 
 

 
‘THE SWEETER SIDE OF LIFE’ 

 
SYNOPSIS 

 
Desiree Harper has everything she's ever wanted—a posh Manhattan penthouse apartment she 
shares with her handsome, plastic-surgeon husband, Wade, and a life of luxury shopping and 
expensive lunches with her equally well-off girlfriends.  It seems like nothing could go wrong 
until Wade misses their anniversary dinner.  Desiree is very upset, but never expects it when 
Wade announces he's leaving her for a younger woman. 
 
Desiree is heartbroken and furious, especially when her hard-partying lawyer and good friend 
Eddie tells her she won’t be receiving any of Wade’s wealth, having signed a vicious pre-nuptial 
agreement.  Desiree can’t believe she will be out on the streets and has never even had job 
experience.  She calls her friends for a place to stay, but having heard the news, they have 
turned their backs on her as well.  When Desiree tries to check into a five-star hotel and finds 
out her credit card is declined, she gets so upset she runs into the street and is hit by a cab. 
 
She wakes up in her New Jersey childhood home, disoriented but glad to see a familiar face, 
her dad, Paddy.  He is so happy to have his daughter home again, especially because Desiree 
hasn’t visited in years.  After making her favorite breakfast, Paddy listens to Desiree complain 
she won’t be able to support herself.   Paddy knows there is one thing she can do—bake.  On 
the first floor of Paddy’s apartment is the family bakery.  He has dedicated his life to making 
bread and cakes for his regular customers in the small town, and he loves it. 
 
In the bakery’s kitchen, Paddy hands Desiree some dough and tells her to get to work.  Paddy’s 
dedicated employees include Dino, a huge, young Italian man, and Calvin, an underprivileged 
teenager who desperately needs the job.  They introduce themselves to Desiree and they all 
get to work.  Soon, Paddy’s friends and customers start grilling Desiree about her divorce.  
Desiree is uncomfortable and doesn’t want to be the subject of gossip.  
 
Paddy asks Desiree to make the day’s bread deliveries.  Her last delivery of the day is to a 
beautiful manor house called the Auberge Benoit, reminding her of her former cushy lifestyle.  
She accidentally crashes the bumper of her car, embarrassing herself in front of Benny 
Christophe, a handsome man in the front yard clipping roses.  He is charming, but when he 
assumes she is the new delivery girl, Desiree is offended and embarrassed and quickly drops 
the bread and leaves, not realizing Benny is actually the wealthy proprietor of the entire estate. 
 
Desiree is sullen when she returns to the bakery, hating New Jersey and longing for her old 
life.  She calls Eddie, who informs her Wade wants to meet with her.  The next morning, 
Desiree travels into the city for the meeting with Wade and his slimy lawyer, Saul Blinderman.  
Eddie appears late and disheveled after a night of partying.  Desiree is annoyed with him and 
asks to reschedule the meeting, but Saul wants to move the divorce paperwork fast, suddenly  
revealing Wade's new girlfriend is pregnant.  Desiree is furious and very hurt. 
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Back in New Jersey, Desiree reluctantly attempts to get back to work, but when she is forced to 
overhear the customers talking about her divorce, she loses her composure.  She storms out of 
the bakery and Paddy's favorite customer, Francine, follows Desiree out onto the street.  She 
tells Desiree to drop her arrogant attitude.  Desiree feels bad, especially when Francine tells her 
Paddy's business is struggling more than he’ll admit.  Wanting to help, Desiree starts crunching 
numbers and coming up with ideas to make the bakery more modern and profitable.   
 
Slowly, the bakery starts to become more hip and cool, thanks to a new cappuccino machine, 
Calvin's new playlist, some fresh paint and new t-shirts for the staff.  Business starts to pick up 
and Desiree even starts baking specialty cakes she names "Paddycakes."  They are a huge hit.  
As Desiree works in the front of the bakery, Benny walks in and introduces himself formally.  
Desiree is self-conscious as she realizes Benny is the owner of Auberge Benoit estate, there to 
pay his monthly bill.  Desiree quickly writes him a receipt.  Benny asks for her phone number, 
but Desiree shortly explains she isn't looking to date anyone.  Amused by the challenge, Benny 
grins on his way out. 
 
Eddie visits the bakery one night to apologize for the horrible meeting with Wade’s lawyers and 
the gang all go bowling.  Everyone teases Paddy for not inviting Francine, who he has a crush 
on, but when he says he just isn't ready to move on, Desiree encourages him.  Suddenly 
spotting Benny at a neighboring lane, Paddy challenges her to start moving on herself.  Finally 
agreeing, Desiree walks over to Benny to give him her number. 
 
In the morning, there is a huge line of new customers fighting for their spots next to Paddy's 
regulars outside the bakery.  The whole crew works a long day trying to fulfill the overwhelming 
demand, only realizing later that a recent review in The New Yorker prompted the huge 
business boom.  Desiree realizes the writer is a woman who stopped in asking for directions just 
a few weeks before and who Desiree immediately bonded with over designer clothes.  She 
loved the bakery and Desiree so much, she wrote them a great review. 
 
At the end of the day, Benny calls the bakery and asks everyone to come out to the estate for 
dinner.  Paddy, Francine, Dino and Desiree head out to the beautiful grounds, where Benny 
greets them and serves them a delicious meal.  After dessert, with Paddy and Francine singing 
by the piano, Benny asks Desiree if she'd like a tour.  As Benny walks her around, sparks fly 
and he takes the chance to kiss her.  Desiree is falling for him too.   
 
The bakery continues to be busier than ever.  Desiree anxiously waits to hear from Benny, but 
when her cell rings, it is Eddie with some exciting news: an investment company, Zwieback, 
wants to franchise Paddy's bakery.  Desiree is ecstatic for the opportunity and agrees to go to a 
negotiating meeting in the city on Paddy's behalf.  Zwieback sends a helicopter to Benny's 
estate to take Desiree into the city and it seems she is getting her old life back at last. 
 
In the city, the Zwieback executives try to sell Desiree a new over-the-top marketing scheme 
for her signature Paddycakes.  With a generous deal on the table, Eddie tries to convince  
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Desiree to sign the contract, but when she realizes they want Paddy out of the deal altogether, 
Desiree gets angry.  She defends her father and the hard work he puts into the bakery and 
refuses to make the deal.  Finally realizing she doesn't belong with the arrogant, greedy crowd 
anymore, she is relieved to return home to New Jersey. 
 
When Desiree gets back to the estate on the helicopter, Wade is waiting for her with flowers 
and an apology.  He hopes they can get back together.  Desiree is upset, but agrees to let 
Wade drive her back to the bakery.  As they drive, Wade swerves, almost hitting Benny in his 
own car.  The two men jump out onto the road and start fighting, while Desiree begs Wade to 
leave them alone.  Finally, no longer willing to listen to Wade, Desiree kicks him herself.  He 
quickly hops in his car and zooms off.  Benny thanks Desiree, giving her a kiss. 
 
Benny and Desiree drive over to the bakery where Paddy and his employees are waiting with a 
huge party to celebrate, but Desiree tells them there is no deal.  Everyone is proud of her for 
not selling them out and wraps her in a huge hug, happy to continue celebrating all night in 
their beloved bakery.  
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